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A Dear Readers 


he day was a promise of spring and I didn’t need a coat 

as I walked back to the house from the rural mailbox. 

“Oh, good!” I exclaimed as I saw a puzzle book amidst 

the advertisements for more credit cards. Forget the 
come-ons from Visa and Discover; I’d spend a few minutes 
working on an Anacrostic (my favorite word puzzle) before 
going back into the house. Then I noticed the paper inside 
the magazine’s plastic covering: Time To Renew! Don’t miss 
an issue! 

I thought I had just subscribed a few weeks ago after pur- 
chasing the magazine in stores for years. Didn’t I? Had the 
weeks and months passed by so swiftly? A second look found 
a notation under the Time To Renew statement: Only three 
issues left in your subscription. This is a quarterly publica- 
tion, and I had received a renewal notice with my first issue. 
Needless to say, it took the publishers several promptings 
through several months before they received my check. 

The renewal process is a bit easier with weekly and 
monthly publications; you only start receiving the notices 
perhaps four months early, with the intensity building from 
there. No matter if we’re quarterly, bi-monthly, monthly, or 
weekly, we all want you to continue with us. But when do we 
stop reminding you? I have a friend who encourages me to 
do automatic bank withdrawals from his account every year 
or two because he forgets to renew his DPN subscription. 
We have to keep it a bit simpler here. We send three post- 
cards: You have one issue left, You won’t receive the next 
issue if you don’t renew, and Just in case you've forgotten 
to renew. 

I heard somewhere that it generally takes six notices for 
people to renew a publication subscription. We can’t justify 
tapping you on the shoulder (or helping to fill up your 
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mailbox) three extra times. We want you to be with us, but 
we want it to be your enthusiastic choice! 

While we’re doing a bit of DPN housecleaning in this let- 
ter, let me assure you again that your names and addresses 
are not sold, shared, given, or thrown into cyberspace ever. 
From us you receive a welcome letter as a new subscriber, 
your four or eight issues of the DPN, and up to three renew- 
al reminders. Of course, we might send you an invitation for 
a celebration bash when we reach our 30th year of publica- 
tion in 2004, just in case we can fit almost 4,000 dulcimer 
folks in our office! 


Dulcimerrily, 


fae! 


NETWORKING 


Closing dates for the 

May-July 2003 DPN 

(To be mailed to subscribers in 
mid-April) 

Information for News & Notes, 
Letters, Music Exchange, etc: 
Feb. 5th 

Unclassified Ads: Feb. 5th 


Display Ads: 
1/12 page $35 
1/4 page $105 1/3 page $140 
1/2 page $200 Full page $400 
Inside back cover $450 


1/6 page $70 


Outside back cover (4 page) 
$290 


Contact us concerning multiple 
insertion discounts. Advertisers: 
Please be sure to mention which 
kind of dulcimer is featured on 
recordings. 


Display Ads: Feb. Sth (space 
reservation), Feb. 15th 
(camera-ready copy) _ 


Ad Prices 

Unclassified Ads: 

45¢ per word. 4 issues paid in 
advance without copy changes: 
20% discount. 


For inquiries concerning interviews 
and articles, contact us for details and 
a style sheet. Unsolicited manuscripts 
are welcome. For returns of manu- 


scripts, photos, or artwork, please 
enclose a stamped envelope; other- 
wise DPN is not responsible for their 
eventual fate. The DPN reserves the 
right to edit all manuscripts for length 
and clarity. The opinions expressed 
therein are not necessarily those of the 
Dulcimer Players News. 


News and Notes, Letters, 
Events, Clubs 

Dulcimer Players News 
PO Box 2164 
Winchester, VA 22604 


UPS address: 
202 N. Washington Street 
Winchester VA 22601 


Technical Dulcimer Questions 
Sam Rizzetta 

Rizzetta Music 

PO Box 530 

Inwood, WV 25428 


Recordings and Books for Review 
Neal Walters 

12228 Hollowell Church Road 
Greencastle, PA 17225 


sthAnnual © 
Hammered Duleé 
Workshop/Coné 


March 22nd, 2003 | 
Host: Linda G. Thomas 


flatpick guitar workshop offered by Dan DeLancey 


Johnson County 


Community College 
2345 College Blvd ¢ Overland Park, KS 


6 Hours of Instruction/Playing 


Focus: 
© Playing Embellishments 
© Playing Back-up 
© Building Repertoire 


Evening Concert: Thomas/DeLancey Band 


For more information: Linda G. Thomas 
6409 E. 110th St. ¢ Kansas City, MO 64134 ¢ (816) 763-5040 
or Dan DeLancey * 7911 Hunter « Raytown, MO 64137 
(816) 356-1879 e-mail: lindadan@kc-primary.net 


“A Clear Sound Choice! ss 


These instruments are the result of years 
and performance 


Letters 
To Us 


Dear DPN: 

I also sang with the great Robert 
Shaw [Editor’s Letter, Vol. 8, No. 4] 
as a member of the Dallas Symphony 
Chorus and, later, the Cleveland 
Orchestra Chorus. We sang the 
Brahms Requiem and it was one of the 
most memorable experiences of my life. 
Mr. Shaw was surely one of the greatest 
choral directors and teachers of all 
time, and working with him had a 
profound impact on me. Regarding 
phrasing, he said (and I’m paraphras- 
ing), “Think of the musical lines as 
rows of vines in a vineyard. At the end 
of each row is a beautiful rosebush. Let 
me hear that in your phrasing.” 

Helen Mar Parkin 

Dallas, Texas 


of experience 
requirements of Rick Thum. 


sustain. 


attack, broad dynamic 


playability 


designed instrument of surprisingly light weight. 


Play the Rick Thum Dulcimers and compare them to others. 
dulcimer for a lifetime, which is how long we guarantee its quality and workmanship. 


Available in two modes: Lightweight and Professional (both 16/16) 


Dealer inquiries weleomed. Phone: (636) 677-7477 or E-mail: rthum@rthum.com 
Visit our web site: www.rthum.com 


He demanded a dulcimer of clarity and 
power, without the problem of excessive 


The experienced player will discover a fast 


range and 
balanced voicing. The new player will 
notice a clear, beautiful tone and easy 
in a_ handsome, 


This will be your 


Dear DPN: 

I am a member of the Brandywine 
Dulcimer Fellowship in Wilmington, 
Delaware, and volunteer at Greenbank 
Mill, a living history museum. (You can 
find its website by searching Greenbank 
Mill.). It is a very special and beautiful 
place. The time period we are depicting 
is from 1760 to 1830, but there has 
been a mill on the site since the mid 
1600's. It was originally owned by 
Swedes until the Phillips family 
(Quakers) bought it. We have two 
encampments, one Revolutionary and 
one Civil War. The director, Tony 
Shahan, hopes to put together a book 
of songs to sing around campfires or at 
living history events and asked my help. 
We are looking for songs up to about 
1830. Any help as to where to find 
sources would be most appreciated. 

K. Lynn King 

lking@ycst.com 

klynnking@msn.com 


Dealers 


The Dulcimer Shoppe 

1104 Sylamore 

Mt. View, AR 72560 
877-269-4422 

Mountain View Music & Gifts 
123 West Washington 

Mt. View, AR 72560 
870-269-9044 


Mountain Music Shoppe 
11200 Johnson Drive 
Shawnee, KS 66203 
913-962-9711 


Elderly Instruments 

1100 N. Washington 
Lansing, MI 48906 
517-334-5840 

House of Musical Traditions 
7040 Carrol Ave. 

Takoma Park, MD 20912 
301-270-9090 


Geoffrey J. Seitz, Violin 
4171 Loughborough 

St. Louis, MO 63116 
314-353-1312 


Main Street Mercantile 
311 S. Main St. 
Carthage, MO 64836 
417-358-1800 

River Song Music Shop 
7 North 2nd, St. 
Ripley, OH 45167 
888-382-9274 

Silver Chords 
Dulcimer & Gift Shop 
125 E. Main St. 
Jonesborough, TN 37659 
423-788-2863 
Pick-N-Hammer 

16142 Hexham Dr. 
Spring, TX 77379 
281-370-9495 


cleanly 


Nine lap dulcimers made to fit in a 30” x 20” x 
10” check-in case for use in grade school dul- 
cimer workshops. Not shown are thin drawstring 
bags for each instrument. 


Dear DPN: 

Some local grade schools have a 
Heritage Day on which craftpeople 
demonstrate old-time talents like 
spinning wool, weaving, making soap, 
applebutter, brooms, etc. Some of us in 
the Mansfield Dulcimer Players present 
a hands-on workshop where students 
learn to play a tune on the dulcimer 


Announcing 
The Second Annual 


Heritage Dulcimer Camp 


Mountain and Hammered Dulcimer 
Novice through Advanced Classes 


July 20-25, 2003 


Parkville, Missouri 


for information contact: 
Sharon Lindenmeyer 
AO5 Court + Ellsworth, KS 67439 
(785) 472-4285 - slndmyr@informatics.net 
http://www-personal.ksu.edu/~30 1 4tum/heritage 


and accompany the limberjack dancers. 
They think our workshop is cool 
because they are playing music and 
making the limberjacks dance. We 
think it’s real cool when a student from 
last year shows a student from this year 
how to do it. 

Naturally, all of this requires ten or 
so extra lap dulcimers, meaning a lot of 
extra bags and cases to carry. I had 
been thinking of one case to hold 
several instruments which would also 
help with the inventory. A case on 
wheels would help, since we’re getting 
too old for all of the carrying. I found 
an inexpensive airline check-in case on 
wheels with an extension handle that 
included pockets for accessories. Some 
fast math said nine lap dulcimers in 
thin drawstring bags would fit, and 
they do. 

The dulcimers are 29% inches 
x 6% inches x 3 inches with three 
strings. The bodies are Luaun paneling 
deeply discounted as damaged 4 x 8 
sheets. The fretboards are genuine pine 


2 tt bt tb ot bb bt bt oe tt Ot te 
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***Coming Soon- Simply Duets!*** 
Simply Gospel One- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Two- $12.00 

Simply Gospel Three- $12.00 
Simply Remembered- $12.00 
Songs of the Civil War- $12.00 
Fretboard Companion- $6.00 Chord Chart- $2.00 
Great Players of the Mountain Dulcimer —CD- $15.00 


Send $2.50 each for shipping & handling plus $1.50 for each 
additional item. IN residents add 5% sales tax. 


4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150 
E-Mail- MaureenSel@AOL.com 
For workshops/performances(812)945-9094 
www.maureensellers.com 


©. 0.0.0.0 .0.0.0,0.0.0,0.0,9,9,0,0,0.8 


Winter 2003 = 3 


crating board and the end blocks are 
Chilean grape box ends. If an 
awkward student steps on one, I can 
salvage almost everything, so there’s no 
great monetary consideration. My wife, 
Dorothy, made the bags from a rayon 
satin bed sheet. Blue Lions they are 
not, but these kids won’t be playing 
Carnegie Hall with them, and they do 
have a good sound. 

Clayton Welch 

1282 Twp. Rod. 1503 RD# 1 

Ashland, OH 44805 


Dear DPN: 

Here is $42 to extend my subscrip- 
tion. I dare not forget or let the DPN 
not arrive. I did that once about four 
years ago. I found out that allowing 
DPN to lapse was the sure way to incur 
my wife’s wrath. There is no way that I 
want to go through that again. 
Forgetting a birthday or even the 


Continued on next page 


Maureen Sellers i 
presents he 
MY TEACHING BOOK 
VOLUME ONE- $12.00 
NEW! 

MY TEACHING BOOK 
VOLUME TWO- $12.00 
CD For VoL. 1 & 2- 
$15.00 
(The books | teach from at the 
universities.) 


>t >t ot 


Maureen Sellers, LLC 
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anniversary is accepted (it’s a guy 
thing), but I had better not forget to 
renew the subscription to DPN. 

Both of us really enjoy DPN. It is 
eagerly read when the family gathers 
for a weekend of playing (bass, ham- 
mered dulcimer, fretted dulcimer, 
psaltery, and autoharp). 

Brian A. Knight 

Ringwood, Illinois 


Dear DPN: 

As a first-year hammer dulcimer 
player, I’d like to let you know how 
much I have enjoyed and used your 
magazine. I especially enjoy the articles 
by Paul Gifford and the inclusion of 
music. 

Through your advertisements I 
found the Heritage Dulcimer Camp in 
Parkville, Missouri, which I attended. It 
was an excellent experience for me as a 
beginner [as well as] for advanced stu- 
dents. Please renew my subscription for 
another year. 

Cynthia Null 

Altadena, California 


Correction 
I mistyped Randy Clepper’s phone 
number in the Reviews column for fall 
2002. It should be 614-855-3504. His e- 
mail address is rclepper@hotmail.com. 
Neal Walters &} 


The Clip 


Sticko 


Fits inside your Mountain Dulcimer 
case. Perfect for workshops & festivals. 
Holds 2 single sheets of music. 
No more heavy, awkward, metal stands. 
Cost: $10.00 which includes shipping! 
The Clip Stick©_ 2200 Kavanaugh Blvd. 
Little Rock, AR 72205 
(S01) 661-1129 
Jimmunns@phbcarkansas.com 


“Dream 


Castle” 


by Guy George 


‘Dream Casi é 


bs Guay George - Haminered 


Featuring: Sharrie George 


Seth Austen 


A collection of newly arranged 
classics and originals on 
hammered dulcimer 


Such As: 


Pachelbel’s Canon in D 
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring 
Fanny Poer 


and Steve Schneider 


Neal Walters! (From DPN musical reviews) says, “Guy George has a winner in his new CD, 
Dream Castle” 


CDs Available At: James Jones Instruments www.jamesjonesinstruments.com 
or call Guy George for CDs, workshop and performance schedule 440-639-0383 
hdggeorge @aol.com 


PRUSSIA VALLEY 


DULGIMERS 
ACOUSTIC MUSIC SHOP 


14532 B, U.S. Rt. 23 
Waverly, Ohio 45690 
Featuring Instruments From: 
Prussia Valley, McSpadden, 
Folkeraft, Chittum, 
Masterworks, Dusty Strings, 
Songbird, Tacoma, Oscar 
Schmidt, Austin, Mid-Missouri, 
Deering, Strunal, Hohner & 
Walton 


Plus: 
CDs, Cassettes, Videos, 
Instruction Books, Electronic 
Tuners, Strings, Straps & More... 


740-941-1271 pvdulcimer@bright.net 
Located one hour south of Columbus. 


www.prussiavalley.com 


VISA & Master Card 
aa, ckepted 


VISA 
aaa 


Sue Carpenter 


presents... 
fingerpicking & 
more for the 
mountain 

'p dulcimer 


PATTERNS AND PATCHWORK 
More than a year’s worth of 
fingerpicking lessons 

Instructional Book $20 


HELIOTROPE BOUQUET 
Elegant collection of instrumentals 


DULCIMER STRAPS 
Adjustable-Quick Release Buckle 


Black, red, wine, blue, green, 
purple, brown, rainbow 


os 


Sue Carpenter i. 


2160 Hideaway Lane 9 
S&H $2 Quinlan, TX 75474 | 

Add $1 each add’‘l item 

TX residents add 8.25% sales tax H © 


ff any of us owe a lot to a lovely lady 

- in Balsam, North Carolina. She is 

‘|, Ida Arnold, seated at the right of 

. the front row in this picture of a 
group that plays regularly in Sylva, North 
Carolina. Ida is the spark that ignites us 
all to learning and loving the mountain 
dulcimer. I wrote this poem in her honor. 


Ode To Ida 

From lofty perch on mountain top 
She plays her siren song, 

And dulcimists of nearby town 

To her porch do throng. 


Her teaching skills, patience, and pluck 
Is pleasure to all and our good luck. 
“Count the time, tap your toes, 

Fingers on frets just so.” 

Get it right at these fun-time jams, 
Then off to gigs we go. 


And though we travel far and wide 
A kinship will belong 

To those of us who hear and heed 
Ida’s siren song.” 


I received a letter from Ida recently 
which says in part: “Yesterday I stopped 
at a Senior Day Care place and asked 
them if they'd like me to play some 
music for them. They were sitting around 
like zombies. They perked right up—and 
I played all the simple songs I figured 
they knew. Took my cardboard instru- 
ment along also and taught a few of 
them to play some songs. They came 
alive, and I’ve promised to go back.” 

Thank you, Ida, for introducing us to 
a pleasure we could have missed. 

Morna G. Scher 


New Clubs 


Nebraska 

Homestead Dulcimer Club 
Sam Kohler 

Good Samaritan Home 
1306 S. 9th St. 

Beatrice, NE 68310-4919 
402-645-8167 


Dulcimer Clubs 


Ida Arnold seated at the right of the front row in this picture of a group that plays regularly in Sylva, 
North Carolina. 


"Hearts starve as well as 
bodies; give us bread, 
but give us roses.” 


-James Oppenheim 


Blue Lion 


DULCIMERS, GUITARS 
AND ACCESSORIES 


10650 Little Quail Lane 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 


Call or write for free catalog 
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News & Notes 


Honors, Awards, and Recognitions 


Our congratulations go to the 
winners in the dulcimer contests 
at the September 2002 Walnut 
Valley Festival in Winfield, Kansas. 
Mountain dulcimer: Kim McKee 
(Polson, Montana), Michael Shull 
(West Columbia, South Carolina), and 
Steve Eulberg (Ft. Collins, Colorado). 
Hammered dulcimer: Jamie Janover 
(Boulder, Colorado), Xiau Xiannian 
(New York, New York), and Brenda 
Hunter (Bakersfield, California). 

Dona Benkert, a Warrenville, 
Illinois performer and teacher, 
[featured in Vol. 27, No. 4 of DPN] 
was presented with the Studs Terkel 
Humanitarian Award at ceremonies in 
October. Our congratulations to you, 
Dona, as well as to Jean Ritchie, who 
was honored in September by the 
National Endowment for the Arts for 
connecting world audiences to the 
rich folk heritage of her home in 
Kentucky. Jean was among fifteen 
artists receiving an NEA Heritage 
Award Fellowship, the country’s high- 
est honor in the folk and traditional 
arts. Other folk musicians receiving 
the award were David “Honeyboy” 
Edward, Luderin Darbone, Edwin 
Duhon, Ralph Blizzard, Kevin Burke, 
Nadim Dlaikan, Flory Jagoda, Bob 
McQuillen, and Domingo “Mingo” 
Saldivar. 

The Olde Michigan Ruffwater 
Stringband [featured in Vol. 25, No. 1 
of DPN], known for their old-time 
dances and concerts throughout the 
Midwest, celebrated their 25th year 
together in September. Since 1978 the 
group has provided traditional dance 
music and dance calling at everything 
from house parties and barn dances to 
elegant balls. They’ve enjoyed long-term 
monthly dances as well, including fifteen 
years as the house band for the Detroit 
Country Dance Society and twenty-one 


years as the house band and caller for 
the American Contradancing Series at 
Lovett Hall in the Greenfield Village 
and Henry Ford Museum complex in 
Dearborn, Michigan. The Michigan 
hammered dulcimer is one of the key 


instruments in the band and is sur- 
rounded by fiddles, banjos, mandolins, 
accordion, recorder, spoons, guitar, 
piano, and bass. 

Dulcimer performer, writer, and 
recording artist Dallas Cline, of 
Ashley Falls, Massachusetts, shares a 
poem and drawing by her 8-year-old 
grandson Logan Cline-Kovach. 
Logan lives in Vermont with his mom, 
Mirja and sister, Bekah, three cats and 
five chickens. The original has bands 
of color, hence the dark strips. Thank 
you, Logan, for sharing your wonder- 
ful talents. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Jerry Hudson lost his battle with cancer on July 31st. Jerry touched the 
lives of many people within the dulcimer community over the last eleven years. 
He built over 1500 instruments during that time and in so doing, brought the 
lasting gift of music into the hearts and lives of many people. 

When we first started building dulcimers together, Jerry off-handedly said 
that he could and would re-design the construction process so that he could 
build and complete one dulcimer per day. I laughed and told him it was a pipe 
dream, but he held on to that belief and in 1996 his dream became a reality. 
Jerry Reed Smith, North Carolina dulcimer builder, visited Jerry in his shop, 
spending several days with him to observe his building process. He was amazed 
at the quality of Jerry’s work and the speed with which it was accomplished. 

Jerry had a special touch when it came to wood. Over the span of his life he 
did general construction, home building, home remodeling, custom cabinetry, 
and finally built a remarkable hammered dulcimer. Over the years he instilled 
in me the desire to constantly seek perfection in everything I build. 

Jerry’s last goal in life was to live long enough to attend the Dulcimer 
FunFest in Evart, Michigan. When we first found out he had cancer and that 
the prognosis wasn’t good, I asked him what he wanted me to do. “You know, I 
really would like to have a bench at Evart.” The grounds are dotted with park 
benches inscribed “In Memory of...” Bob Tack, one of our Michigan builders, 
heard of Jerry’s wish and donated the bench. Shortly before the festival, Bob 
called to say the bench was completed and sitting on the festival grounds. He 
was concerned that Jerry was still alive and how he would react in seeing it 
there. I suggested we just leave it where it was, to let Jerry see it and know that 
his wish had been fulfilled. 

When I arrived at the festival, I pulled into my customary parking place and 
began to unload. As I turned around, there was Jerry’s bench. I felt a tightness 
in my chest and throat. I began to wonder if it was a mistake for Jerry to see 
the bench. 

Later, Jerry came by in his electric wheelchair. He sat with his back to the 
bench and was unaware of it. He finally saw it. He smiled and beamed at me, 
“Did you see my bench?” It was truly wonderful to see the delight in his eyes 
and hear the excitement in his voice. Sunday afternoon, when all the vendors 
were gone and the crowd was breaking camp, he rode around the festival 
grounds by himself, “just gathering a few memories,” he said. 

He was a father, a dulcimer maker, a master craftsman, a friend to one and 
all; he was my brother, he was loved, and he is missed. 

Jim Hudson 

Britton, Michigan 


Students who attended the dulcimer workshops at Appalachian State 
University in Boone, North Carolina will remember Bill McCloud, the faculty 
representative for the event. Bill died September 7th in Altamonte, Florida, 
after retiring as Professor Emeritus from ASU in 2001. In teaching, leadership, 
and writing he inspired excellence at all levels of music education. Two merit 
scholarships have been established in Mr. McCloud’s honor to allow future stu- 
dents to study music education at the university level. 


hoBgoBLin-stoney eno 
Makers and sellers of fine 
musical instruments 


We make: 
Folk harps 
Mountain dulcimers 
Mountain banjos 
Bodhrans 


We provide: 
Flutes 
Pennywhistles 
Bagpipes 
Hammered dulcimers 
Mandolin family 
Free reed instruments 
How-to-play books 


Tune and songbooks 


Contact us for a free catalog 


Hobgoblin-Stoney End Music 
920 Highway 19 Blvd, Red Wing MN 55066 


Phone: 1-651-388-8400 

Toll Free: 1-US-Stoneyen(d) 
1-877-866-3936 

Fax: 1-651-388-8460 


Web: _ http://www.stoneyend.com 
E-mail: stoney @stoneyend.com 


Dulcimer Cruise 


May 10-17, 2003 


toric ruins, waterfalls, snorkel in the warm waters or just relax on sandy beaches! 


Cruise the Western Caribbean on Royal Caribbean’s premier ship, the Explorer of 

the Seas”. Visit exotic ports at Hispaniola, Jamaica, Grand Cayman and Cozumel. 
Royal Caribbean offers a wide variety of speciality restaurants and activities includ- 
ing shopping, (think 4 story shopping mall, with shops, cafés, and street performers) 

9 hole golf course, theaters, casino and even an ice skating rink. In port, visit prehis- 


Jam sessions on deck, concerts, hammered and mountain dulcimer instruction with dulcimer artists Rob Brereton, 
Madeline MacNeil and Janita Baker and the camaraderie and memories of an incredible dulcimer adventure await 
you! This is a not-to-be-missed dulcimer week—there is something for everyone! 


Prices start at $875.00; early reservations highly recommended. 


Limited number of rooms available at this low price! 


For Reservations and Cruise Details contact: 


Cruise Holiday 

56 Danbury Rd 
New Milford, CT 06776 

860-354-2669 

S00-305-7447 


Sweetwater presents the 
7th annual 


| Appalachian Dulcimer Camp 
...a week-long music camp for adults 


For info: www.sweetwaterfolk.com 
Email: 
shadygrove@sweetwaterfolk.com 


Phone: 937-473-5176 


For information on dulcimer activities: 
Dulcimer Players News 
P.O. Box 2164, Winchester, VA 22604 
540-678-1305 
dpn@dpnews.com 
www.robear.net/dulcimercruise 
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Urbana, Ohio at Urbana University 


Shady Grove Tag Teams! 
One week of instruction at your level, 
with two great teachers! 
Intermediate/Advanced: 
Shelley Stevens & Tull Glazener 


Intermediate: 
Maureen Sellers & Louise Ziegler 


Beginner/Novice: 
Shari Wolf & Cindy Funk 
[NEWT] Dulcimer building workshop with: 
Art Burmeister 


Brought to you by your friends, Sweetwater 
(Shari Wolf, Shelley Stevens, Cindy Funk) 
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Events 


February 6-9 ¢ Nashville, TN 

Folk Alliance Conference. Folk music 
and dance workshops, artist show- 
cases, and other activities in Nashville, 
TN. Info: Folk Alliance, 296 Wayne 
Ave., Suite 902, Silver Spring, MD 
20910. 301-588-8185, fa@folk.org, 
www.folk.org. 


February 7-8 ¢ Dallas/Fort Worth, TX 
Winter Festival of Acoustic Music. HD, 
MD, autoharp, harp, guitar and other 
instruments. Workshops and concerts. 
Info: Linda Lowe Thompson, 309 
Pennsylvania, Denton, TX 76205. 
940-387-4001, llt6@earthlink.net. 


February 8 © Loudon, TN Workshop, 

all levels of mountain dulcimer 
players. Info: Norma Jean Davis, 

205 Engel Road, Loudon, TN 37774. 
865-458-5493. davis_music@juno.com. 


February 8 © Virginia Beach, VA 
Hammered Dulcimer Workshop sponsored 
by The Hammer Heads of Southeastern 
Virginia. Info: Sandy Barton, 1523 
Stillwood St., Chesapeake VA 23320, 
757-312-9696, sandygb@msn.com. 


February 21-23 ¢ Dade City, FL 

Florida Dulcimer Gathering (HD, MD). 
Workshops, jams. Info: Mark & Sheri 
Banschbach, 1107 W. Yukon St., 
Tampa, FL 33604. 813-933-5833, 
mrbear37@ yahoo.com. http://www. 
webspawner .com/users/mrbear37/ 
index.html. 


February 21-23 ¢ Dayton, OH 

Dulcimer Doins. Mountain Dulcimer 
Society of Dayton. MD, HD, other 
folk instruments. Informal sharing and 
jamming, some workshops. Open stage 
concert. Info: Gretchen Beers, 1756 
Hilt Road, Yellow Springs OH 45387, 
937-767-1457, kgbeers@aol.com. 


Feb. 23-Mar. 1 ¢ Abingdon, VA 
MD Building Elderhostel. Build and learn 
to play a mountain dulcimer. Info: 
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EVENTS CALENDAR DEADLINES 


| November — January issue: 
Events from the 2nd weekend of Nov. 

{ through the 2nd weekend of Feb, 

| Deadline: August Ist 

J 


I 
I 
{ 
February — April issue: ] 

| Events from 2nd weekend of Feb. 
through the 2nd weekend of May I 
Deadline: November Ist ] 
| 
| 
I 
| 
I 


| May — July issue: 

f Events from 2nd weekend of May 
through Labor Day weekend 

| This is our largest yearly calendar 

j Deadline: February 1st 


August - October issue: 
Events from the 2nd weekend of Aug. 
| through the 2nd weekend of Nov. 
| Deadline: May Ist | 


L ee ee ee ee ee ee a a | 
Jeff Sebens, 877-426-8056 
or www.meadowsmusic.com. 


Continued on next page 


Blue River Dulcimer Festival 
May 10, 2003 
Shelby County Fairgrounds 
Shelbyville, Indiana 


Featuring 


Stephen Seifert, Maureen Sellers, 
Pitt's Kitchen Dulcimer band, Cathy Barton, 
David Para, The kentucky Standard...and more 


Musical Instruments and Supply Vendors Welcomed 


Info: Shelby Co. Historical Society 
52 W. Broadway Shelbyville, IN. 46176 


317-392-4634 


email: grover@shelbynet.net 


Concerts, Workshops * Inside and Outdoors * Food Available 


Bring Sweaters and Lawn Chairs 
10:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M. 


Come Help Us Celebrate Our First Dulcimer Festival 


2™ Annual 


Celtic Café 


Hammered Dulcimer & 
Guitar Retreat 


on the shores of Lake Michigan 
in beautiful Door County, 


APRIL 25~27, 2003 


A weekend of Celtic, French & 
Belgian music & instruction for 
hammered dulcimists & guitar 
players including fun ensemble 
gatherings, jams & Sat. eve. concert 


KAREN ASHBROOK 
intermediate hammered dulcimer 
STU JANIS 
beginning hammered dulcimer 
(rentals available) 


PAUL OORTS 


open tunings for intermediate 
players on steel string guitar 


$150 includes workshops, 

jams & Sat. eve. concert 
register before March Ist & 
receive a $25 discount 

For info and registration contact 

Theresa Evans @ 920.854.7566; 

ptevans@dcwis.com 

; Inquire about accommodation packages 


Augusta 2003 


ulcimer Heaven 
13th Annual Spring Dulcimer Week « April 6-11 


Leave the world behind..... Spring brings 
West Virginia’s mountains to life with the heav- 
enly sounds of dulcimer music! Spring Dulcimer 
Week is the ideal time to hear, learn, and enjoy 
the hammered dulcimer or the mountain dul- 
cimer. For five lively days you'll immerse yourself 
in intensive workshops taught by the finest musi- 
cians in the country. Afternoons offer an oppor- 
tunity to pick and choose from a variety of work- 
shops. Add to that visiting guest master artists, 
concerts, dances, song swaps, student showcase, 
and nightly jam sessions! 


Featuring: 
Madeline MacNeil * Coordinator 
Anne Lough * Mtn. Dulcimer: Novice 
Heidi Cerrigione * Mtn. Dulcimer: Beg./Adv. Beg. 


Lee Rowe ® Mtn. Dulcimer: Int. 


Lorraine Lee Hammond ¢ Mtn. Dulcimer: Int./Adv. 


Jody Marshall * Hammered Dulcimer: Beg. 


Ken Kolodner * Hammered Dulcimer: Adv. Beg. 


Patty Looman * Hammered Dulcimer: Int. 


Rick Fogel * Hammered Dulcimer: Int./Adv 


PUBLIC CONCERT Les Gustafson-Zook * Autoharp 
Thursday, April 10,8:00 pm 


See website for details. 


Plus Keith Young, John Cerrigione, & others 


Watch for our Summer Workshops 


Mountain Dulcimer * Mike Casey, Lois Hornbostel 
Mountain Dulcimer Construction * Keith Young 
Hammered Dulcimer * Jim Taylor, Karen Ashbrook 
plus all instruments, Dance, Crafts, Folklore, Folk Arts for Kids, and more! 
Also: Cajun/Creole & Guitar Week, July 6-11 * Blues & Swing Week, July 13-18 
Irish Week, July 20-25 * Bluegrass & Family Week, July 27-August 1 
Old-Time & Vocal & Dance Week, August 3-10 


Call, write or e-mail for a free catalog: 
Augusta Heritage Center 
UGUSTA Davis & Elkins College 
Elkins, WV 26241 
JHERITAGE*CEN TE RI {800860 es ee 
304-637-1209 


West Virginia 


Wild and Wonderful 


DAVIS & ELKINS COLLEGE 


www.augustaheritage.com 


Feb. 28—-Mar. 2 © East Troy, WI 

Stringalong Weekend. Dulcimer concerts, 
workshops, singing, and dancing at 
YMCA Camp Edwards. Bring or rent 


an instrument. Info: UWM Folk Center, 


Ann Schmid, PO Box 413, Milwaukee, 
WI 53201. 800-636-FOLK (3655). 
www.uwm. edu/Dept/Folk/. 


March 2-8 e Brasstown, NC Workshop: 
Beginning Mountain Dulcimer. Info: John 
C. Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Rd., Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800-365-5724. www.folk school.org. 


March 5-9 e Ashley, OH 

Buckeye Dulcimer Festival features work- 
shops (MD, HD), concerts, jamming, 
and gospel sing. Info: Louise Ziegler, 
232 W. High St., Ashley, OH 43003. 
740-747-2326. www.geocities. com/buck 
eyedulcimer. 


March 8-9 e Albany, NY 


15th Annual Mountain Dulcimer Music Fest. 


Workshops, open stage, jam sessions, 
vendors, and concerts. Info: Lori 


‘| 
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Keddell, 119 Co. Hwy 107, Johnstown, 
NY 12095. 518-762-7516, lark119@ 
citlink.net. 


March 14-15 e Charlotte, NC 

Queen City Dulcimer Festival, featuring 
activities for MD and HD. Info: Karen 
Alexander, 5600 Oak Dr., Charlotte NC 
28216, 704-391-1354. kalexanderS@ 
carolina.rr.com. 


March 14-16 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Workshop: Learn to play the Mountain 
Dulcimer. Info: John C. Campbell 
Folk School, One Folk School Rd., 
Brasstown, NC 28902. 800-365-5724. 
dulcimer@folkschool.org, www.folk 
school.org. 


March 14-16 ¢ Port Allen, LA 

Lagniappe Dulcimer Fete ° Dulcimer 
workshops, jam sessions, concerts, 
Cajun dancing, food, vendors. Info: 
Lagniappe Dulcimer Society, 18633 
Bayridge Court, Baton Rouge LA 
70817, 225-753-7917, pfnt3@aol.com, 
www.lagniappedulcimer.com. 


Our 22™ Year! 


The 2003 
Northeast Dulcimer 
Symposium 


21-27 June, 2003 
Blue Mountain Lake, 
New York 

with 


Karen Mueller 
Mountain Dulcimer 


Andrea Hoag Mary McLaughlin 
Fiddle Irish Singing / Voice 


Ken Lovelett David Moore 


Percussion Mountain Dulcimer 


Dwain Wilder 


Special Mountain Dulcimer Building Class 


Maggie Sansone 
Hammered Dulcimer 


Seven days of music and fin on the shores of the Adirondack Park’s loveliest lake. An 
c 


unforgettable week of smal 


lasses, private lessons, and tutorials all with lots of personal 


attention; concerts and jams; bird watching; hiking and canoeing; and incredible sunsets. 
For information or to register write David Moore, P.O. Box 358, Annapolis Jct., MD 20701 
Email: info@nedulcimer.org See the website: http://www.nedulcimer.org 
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March 16-22 ¢ Abingdon, VA: Hammered 
Dulcimer Building Elderhostel. Info: Jeff 
Sebens, 10 Concord Road, Meadows of 
Dan, VA 24120. 540-755-3808. 
www.meadowsmusic.com. 


March 17-23 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Workshop: Beginning Hammered Dulcimer. 
Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, 
One Folk School Rd., Brasstown, NC 
28902. 800-365-5724. dulcimer@folk 
school.org, www.folk school.org. 


March 21-22 ¢ Florence, AL 

Winter Fest. Potluck supper, workshops 
and jamming. Info: Dewayne Posey, 
597 Co. Rd. 224, Florence AL 35634. 
256-764-2427 or Gayle Logan, 
ivag2@aol.com. 

March 21-23 ¢ Shepherdstown, WV 
Upper Potomac Spring Dulcimer Festival 
(HD). Workshops, concerts, jam 
sessions. Info: Joanie Blanton, PO Box 
1474, Shepherdstown, WV 25443. 
304-263-2531. www.intrepid.net/nblan 


ton/updf. 
Continued on next page 


Stringalong 


Workshops 


Nationally Known 
Dulcimer Artists 


On a 


Wisconsin Lake 
1 hour from Milwaukee & Chicago 


Stringalong Weekends 
Feb. 28—March 2, 2003 
May 23-26, 2003 
Nov. 7—9, 2003 


UW- Milwaukee Folk Center 


@ 1 (800) 636-FOLK 


What 2002 participants said about Western Carolina University Mountain Dulcimer Week: 
“The best value and most comprehensive program in the country.” ... “| would walk the 500 miles to attend. 
Unforgettable experience - friendly people - beautiful music.” ... “The people | met here couldn’t have been 
any nicer.” (age 16)... “| had a blast.” (age 15) ... “Unique opportunity for concentrated interaction with 
finest instructors and to form enduring friendships with other players.” ... “Great in-depth training and interaction 
with other players.” ... “The best way to make a big jump in skills!” ... “An extremely well-run event! Very 
organized. Smooth! The instructors were very accessible.” ... “Enriching, friendly environment.” ... “An 
experience all mountain dulcimer players need to have.” ... “Not like any dulcimer event you’ve ever been to.” 
. “The ‘Harvard’ of mountain dulcimer events.” ... “Great! Sign up early.” 


OI 
US 


for 


The 4th Annual ” 


Western Celine University 


Mountain Dulcimer Week 


Cullowhee, North Carolina 
Sunday, June 22 - Friday, June 27, 2003 


Nine Morning Playing Skills Courses (12 contact hours) ¢ 60 Hours of Afternoon Workshops ¢ Special Course 
with Janita Baker on “Musicianship and Arranging” (w/music principles, tab reading & writing) ¢ Special Course 
with Kenneth Bloom on “Bowing the Mountain Dulcimer” ¢ Special sessions on Appalachian Dulcimer traditions 
© Two Super Evening Faculty Concerts e Participants’ Open Stage e Play in our Dulcimer Orchestra © Daytime 
and Evening Jam Sessions led by Staff ¢ Dulcimer Marketplace e Get-Acquainted Barbecue Buffet ¢ Scholarships 
for Youth & Dulcimer Teachers ¢ Economical Tuition, Meals & On-Campus Housing e Free Shuttle Bus Service! 


For your WCU Mountain Dulcimer Week Catalog & Registration form to be mailed in February contact: Continuing Education 
and Summer School, Western Carolina University, 138 Outreach Center, Cullowhee, NC 28723. Phone 828-227-7397. E-mail: 
hensley@wcu.edu or visit our web page at http://cess.wcu.edu/dulcimer for updates. For questions on curriculum and staffing, contact 
Lois Hornbostel, Mountain Dulcimer Week Director, P. O. Box 907, Bryson City, NC 28713 or Ldulc@gte.net 


March 22 ¢ Overland Park, KS 

5th Annual HD Workshop & Concert. Info: 
Linda G. Thomas, 6409 E. 110th St., 
Kansas City, MO 64134. 816-763-5040, 
lindadan@kc-primary.net. 


March 22-23 ¢ Lumpkin, GA 

Westville Dulcimer Festival (MD) with 
classes and jam sessions. Info: Patty 
Cannington, Westville, PO. Box 1850, 
Lumpkin, GA. 31815. 888-733-1850. 
www.westville.org. 


March 27-31 ¢ Palestine, TX 

Palestine Old-Time Music & Dulcimer 
Festival. HD, MD, clawhammer 

banjo, old-time fiddle, mandolin, bass, 
guitar. Jamming, workshops, concerts, 
vendors. Info: Jerry Wright, 4328 Effie, 
Bellaire, TX 77401. 713-432-1058, 
pickin@aol.com. www.geocities.com/ 
palestinefestival/index.htm. 


March 28-30 e Lexington, KY 
Ohio Valley Gathering sponsored by the 
Louisville Dulcimer Society. (MD, 


Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150. 
812-945-9094, MaureenSel@aol.com. 


April 4-6 ¢ Gulf Shores, AL Jubilee Pickers 
Dulcimer Fest. Workshops (MD, HD), 
jamming, open stage, vendors welcome. 
Info: Linda Parker, 251-960-1469, 
lindac25@hotmail.com. 


April 5 ¢ Fairmont, WV 

WV Mountaineer Dulcimer Club Spring 
Meeting. (MD, HD) Jamming, pot 

luck lunch and open stage at Central 
Methodist Church. Info: Patty Looman, 
1345 Bitonti St., Star City, WV 26505. 
304-599-5343. 


April 5 ¢ Kinston, NC 


Waterbound Dulcimers mountain dulcimer 


workshop and concert. Info: Ron Cyr, 
252-523-8709 or Nancy Galambush, 
252-747-8759. 


April 6-12 ¢ Elkins, WV 
Spring Dulcimer Week. In-depth classes 
for all levels of HD and MD players. 
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Elkins College, Elkins, WV 26241. 
304-637-1209. www.augusta heritage.com. 


April 13-18 ¢ Abingdon, VA 

HD, MD Playing Skills Elderhostel. 
Info: Jeff Sebens, 866-759-1850, 
www.meadows-music.com, jeff@ 
meadows-music.com. 


April 18-20 ¢ Bennington, OK 

Winter Creek Reunion at David’s 
Dulcimers. MD, HD workshops, and 
more, evening concerts, jamming. 

All acoustic instruments welcome. 
Primitive camping available on grounds. 
Info: David Turner, 10264 W. Rancho 
Diego Lan, Crowley TX , 817-297-7854, 
dcturner@ev1.net. 


April 25-26 ¢ Tishomingo, MS 

Hollis Long Memorial Dulcimer Festival. 
(MD, HD) Sponsored by the Ala-sippi 
Dulcimer Association and held at 
Tishomingo State Park. Info: A. D. 
Chafin, 731-925-9385, forsmith@ 
bellsouth.net. 


Jam sessions, concerts, and guest artists. 


HD) Workshops, . jamming, 5 : : 
J Worksseps concer janining Info: Augusta Heritage Center, Davis & 


vendors. Info: Maureen Sellers, 4708 Continued on next page 


15th Annual 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 


MUSIC FEST 
March 8 & 9, 2003 
Albany, New York 


ae 


Concerts + Friday Open Stage 
MD Workshops # Jam Sessions 
Vendors + MD Rentals 


Featured Performers ~ 


Tull Glazener ~ Heidi Muller 


Dulcimer Association of Albany 


Calvary United Methodist Church 
Belle Avenue, Latham, NY 


Contact: Lori Keddell, 119 Co. Hwy. 107 
Johnstown, NY 12095 
518-762-7516 

e-mail: Lark! 19@citlink.net 


Information on line: 
www.timesunion.com/communities/daa 
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MERED DULCIMER “RE 


on the peaceful shores of © 
Lake Huron in O 


Week-long workshop with master teacher Steve Schneider, 


“Northern Lights is a beacon for 
some of us in the dark,” — GB 


including individual and group instruction. 


A maximum of six students allows for a 

highly personalized experience. Exquisite setting in island cabin 

on tree-lined shore near Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. 
Students must be comfortable in open boats. 


“Tt will be very difficult to go anywhere else after 
this for a dulcimer workshop.” —JA 


Costs: $800-$900 includes meals, lodging & stargazing. 


For more information, contact: 


northernlights@steveschneider.com or at 1-888-DULCIMER 


JALALIAS ASIA 


Second Annual 

Lagniappe Dulcimer Fete 
March 14, 15, & 16, 2003 
Port Allen High School 


"Gateway to Cajun Country” 
For information & registration contact: 
Lagniappe Dulcimer Society at: 
18633 Bayridge Ct., Baton Rouge 70817 
Phone: 225-751-2047 
E-Mail: PFNT3@aol.com 
or our web at 


te Jzark P@) Center 
State Park 


Ozark Folk School ¢ March 23-28, 2003 

° Classes in Southern Mountain Folk Song with Alice Gerrard, 
Old-Time Fiddle with Brad Lefiwich and Mountain Banjo 
with Tom Sauber 

° Dzark Music Workshops 

e Extensive roster of Crafi Classes 


The Dulcimer Jamboree ¢ April 24-27, 2003 
¢ Mountain Dulcimer - Aubrey Atwater and Karen Mueller 
¢ Hammered Dulcimer - Rick Thum, Guy George Bulzen 
and David Moran 
¢ Additional Instructors, Contests and Concerts 
e Dry Creek Lodge ¢ Skillet Restaurant 
¢ Home Spun Gift Shop 
° Herilage Herb tardens 
° Crafts Village 


www.lagniappedulcimer.com 


Lots of Jamming and Good Fun 


Featuring: Bill Thurman, Gary Gallier, Helen Johnson 
Glenn Flesher, Linda Thomas, Linda Brockington 
and Dan Delancy 
Dulcimer Workshops, Jam Sessions, Concerts, Cajun JJ 
Dancing, Food, Vendors, R.V. Park 


QL SIALA LIAS 


Call or wrife for brochure 
or information. 
P.O. Box 500 
Mountain View, AR 72560 
870~269~3851 
1-800-264-FOLK (U/T1) 
wuuw.ozarkfolkeenter.com 
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Wyoming, Ohio 
Dulcifest 


Concert &Workshops on 
Hammered Dulcimer & 


Cusan Trump Evan Carawan 


Mountain Dulcimer & 
Autoharp, Fiddle 
& More 


AA wortwater 
Open stage workshops 
NYU jamming FUN! 


Springfield, Ohio - Tomorrow’s Stars Resort 
on Route 40 - the Old National Trail 


Kendra Ward & Bob Bence - Steve Seifert 
Les Gustafson-Zook - Autoharp - Nancy Bick Clark - MD 
Sara Johnson -HD - Kitty McIntyre - Fiddle 
Friday May 2 - Mini-concert, dance, jamming 
Saturday May3 - Workshops, Evening Concert 
Sunday 4 - Morning Hymn Sing 
For Information: Wyoming Dulcifest c/o Maynard Johnson 

449 Hidden Valley Lane, Wyoming, OH 45215 
513 761-7585 
E-mail: kitchieboy@ aol.com 
Greater Cincinnati area hotels and camping are nearby 


For Brochure or Info Contact: Tom Kochan 
PO Box 24791, Huber Heights, OH 45424 
Phone: 937-236-4049 
Email: nationaltrailsdulcimerfest@yahoo.com 
http://www. geocities.com/nationaltrailsdulcimerfest/ 


April 25-27 © Springfield, OH 

National Trail Dulcimer Festival. Work- 
shops for hammered and mountain 
dulcimer and other acoustic instru- 
ments. Concerts. Info: Tom Kochan, 
PO Box 24791, Huber Heights OH 
937-236-4049, twkochan@ aol.com. 


May 2 ¢ Tyler, TX 

Dixie Elementary Mountain Dulcimer 
Festival, open to all elementary age 
players and music teachers. 
Workshops, concerts, pizza lunch, stu- 
dent showcase, and jam session. Info: 
Johnny Ray, 18079 CR 416, Tyler TX 
75704, 903-597-0543, jraysongsinger@ 
yahoo.com. 


May 2-3 ¢ Wyoming, OH 

Wyoming Dulcifest. Workshops for HD, 
MD, autoharp and more. Saturday 
concert, indoor facility. Info: Maynard 
Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley Lane, 
Cincinnati, OH 45215-2542. 
513-761-7585, kitchieboy@aol.com. 


May 2-3 ¢ Winston-Salem, NC 
Winston-Salem Dulcimer Festival. Classes 
and concerts featuring MD, HD. Info: 
Jeff Sebens, PO Box 616, Meadows of 
Dan, VA 24120. 540-952-1865. www. 
meadows-music.com. 


May 2-4 « Cambridge, MA 

Spring Dulcimer Festival at the 
Cambridge Center for Adult Education 
(56 Brattle St.). Workshops (MD, HD), 
concerts. Info: Cambridge Center 

for Adult Education, PO Box 9113, 
Cambridge, MA 02238-9113. 
617-547-6789 ext.1. 


May 2-4 © Columbus, OH 

Music of Ohio’s People Workshops. MD, 
HD, guitar, mandolin, banjo. Info: 
Andy Beyer, 614-846-1779, 
abeyer@iwaynet.net. 


May 2-4 « Silver Falls State Park, OR 
4th Annual Silver Falls Rendezvous, 
east of Salem, OR. Pacific Northwest 
hammered dulcimer (and friends) 
gathering. Concert, workshops, 
jamming, open stage. Info: Pete 
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Ballerstedt, 1260 SW West Hills Rd., 
Philomath, OR 97370. 541-929-4267. 
www.pete ballerstedt.com. 


May 2-4 ¢ Jonesborough, TN 

Pangaea World Music Festival. (HD, MD) 
Info: Steve Cook, PO Box 5, Jones- 
borough, TN 37659, 423-753-5401, 
jboart@mounet.com. 


May 3 ¢ McCalla, AL 

30th Annual Southern Appalachian 
Dutcimer Festival at Tannehill Ironworks 
Historical State Park. Music (perform- 
ances and jamming), camping, potluck, 
crafts. Info: Johnny Masters, 500 12th 
St., Midfield AL 35228, 205-744-0189, 
cfbc@aol.com. For camping info, 
contact Helon Riggons at 205-477-5711. 


May 3 ¢ Hendersonville, NC 

Olde Tyme Music Festival featuring 
workshops and performances (HD, MD, 
banjo, guitar, fiddle, mandolin). Info: 
Jan Hranek, 200 Sweet Lane, Hender- 
sonville, NC 28792. 828-692-8588. 


Continued on next page 


OLDE TYME 


Music Festival 


Downtown Hendersonville, NC 


FREE Workshops 


Lap 6 Hammer Dulcimer 
Banjo-Guitar -Fiddle 
Mandolin- Autoharp: Jaw Harp 


Jan Hranek (828) 692-8588 - 200 Sweet Lane - Hendersonville, NC 28792 


May 3 


JO a.m.-95 p.m. 


Raindate, Sunday May 4, 2003 


The: Swannanoa Gathering 


FOLK ARTS WORKSHOPS AT WARREN WILSON COLLEGE 


] eae Week at the Swannanoa Gathering offers students the opportunity to learn the 
hammered or mountain dulcimer (or both!) in a relaxed and intimate setting of small classes and 
supportive staff, with some of the country’s finest teachers and players. The workshop also runs 
concurrently with our vocal program, Sing Swing & String Week, which offers a children’s program 
and classes in singing, dance and instrumental instruction. Dulcimer Week students are free to take 
classes in either program. No other dulcimer workshop can offer all this: 


* Highest-quality instruction Special Bue se) Enrichment artists 

*Small classes in a relaxed atmosphere Evening dances, song circles, concerts & jams 
*Personal attention “Air-conditioned dorm available 

°Take classes in both types of dulcimer ee ‘st cafeteria of any camp 

°Take classes in Sing Swing & String program ile ren’s Program available 
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Es “Kyetzner, Karen Muller, 


‘Wes Te. ‘Randy Marchany, 
‘Rick “Thum, Thomasina & Marya “Katz 


July 6-12 “Celtic Week” * July 13-19 “Dulcimer Week” * July 13-19 “Sing Swing & String Week” 
July 20-26 “Performance Lab ° July 20-26 “Old-T ime Music & Dance Week” 
July 27-August 2 “Contemporary Folk Week” ° July 27-August 2 “Guitar Week” 


Call or write for a FREE catalog: The Swannanoa Gathering, 
Warren Wilson College, PO Box 9000 Asheville, NC 28815-9000 


May 3-4 e Claremont, CA 

Claremont Spring Folk Festival. (MD, HD) 
Workshops, concerts. Califonia State 
HD Contest. Info: Doug Thomson, 8755 
La Vine St., Alta Loma, CA 91701. 
909-987-5701. doug.thomson2@gte.net, 
www.clare montfolkfest.org. 


May 10 ¢ Lancaster, SC 

Carolina Legends Festival. Traditional 
music: bluegrass, gospel, ole-time, 

and Cajun folk. Workshops include dul- 
cimer. Info: Cherry Doster, Lancaster 
County Council of the Arts, P.O. Box 
613, Lancaster, SC 29721. 803-285-7451. 
arts@infoave.net. 


May 10 ¢ Duluth, IVIN 

Dulcimer Day in Duluth. MD, HD. 
Worshops and concerts. Info: Wendy 
Grethen, 4005 McCulloch St., Duluth, 
MN 55804, 218-525-5098, wendyup 
north@yahoo.com, www.Dulcimers 
induluth.org. 


May 10 ¢ Shelbyville, IN 

Our First Dulcimer Festival sponsord by 
the Shelby County Historical Society at 
the Shelby County Fairgrounds. Info: 
Shelby Co. Historical Society, 52 W. 
Broadway, Shelbyville IN 46176, 
317-392-4634, grover@shelbynet.net. 


May 10-17 ¢ Miami, FL 

Dulcimer Cruise (MD, HD) of the 
Western Caribbean on Royal 
Caribbean’s Explorer of the Seas 
departs from Miami. Includes instruc- 
tion, concerts, and jam sessions. Info: 
Cruise Holiday, 56 Danbury Rd., New 
Milford CT 06776, 860-354-2669 or 
800-305-7447, www.robear.net/dulcimer 


cruise. 


PATTYFEST 2003 
AN OLD-TIME MUSI€ FESTIVAL 


In Honor of Patty Looman 
Mentor, Teacher, Song-catcher, Friend 
d 
Saturday, June 14, 2003 
Morgantown, WV 
d 
Workshops, Open Stage, Jammin’ 
Square Dance + Vendors Invited 
304-865-0105 or rocks@westco.net 


Shows al the steps to make a beautful hourglass style Mt. dulcimer, including 
the form, bending sides, laying out fretboard, inaying pear, ishing, etc. In 


cludes plans and sources for materials. Burl Updyke, 9Updyke Re, 


Chestnut Ridge Dulcimer 
Festival 


May 30, 31 & June 1, 2003 


University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg 
Greensburg, PA 


Featuring: 
Maureen Sellers 
Heidi Muller 
John & Kathie Hollandsworth 
Les Gustafson-Zook 
And others: 
Workshops for Mountain Dulcimer, Hammered Dulcimer, 
Autoharp, Guitar, Penny Whistle, and more 
For additional information contact: 
Don and Betty Brinker at: 
902 Hillview Ave. Latrobe, PA 15650 
724-539-7983 e-mail: dwbrinker@pacol.net 
Web site: www.chestnutridgefest.com 


Mark Wade 
Sweetwater 


Mountain { hour 20 min, VIDEO 


DULCIMER 


Making for fun & profit 


@ Recordings = 
® \usic, videos i 
@ Performance dates...and more! 


Only 39.95 


plus $2 shipping 


Hunlock Creek, PA 18621 


wivw.digta-auto,com/dulcimer htm 


Bob and Betty Kiogima 


1079 Tinker Lane 
Proctorville, OH 45669 


140/886-2284 


Gustom Hammer Makers, 


Many styles available in Cherry or Maple 7%” or 8%” long with 
Rosewood trim handles. 


We Specialize in Custom Sizes. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited. * BKiog@aol.com 


www.madelinemacneil.com 


Safe and secure ordering with 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
FIDDLE CAMP 


Plan your summer vacation in the 
cool high country of Colorado; 
study, and play music. Six classes 
and daily jams in which you may 
study any combination of: 
HAMMERED 
DULCIMER & 
BODHRAN 
WITH 


BONNIE CAROL 


In addition to all styles of 
fiddling, piano, cello, harp, 
guitar, flute, & banjo. 


Jamming * Concerts - Dances 
Outdoors Acvitities 
Non-stop FUN! $575 covers 7 
days of food, lodging, 
instruction, and activities. 


Camp runs for 2 weeks from 
AUGUST 3-17 


those 


weeks, ta be announced. 
1/2 hours west of Denver just out- 
aide 
Rocky Mountain National Park 
www.RMFiddle.com 
www.BonnieCarol.com 


(303) 258-7763 
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Neal Walters 


urging you to “join her and sing 

along.” Betty celebrates her 75th 

year with a new recording of old 
and new favorites that includes a gener- 
ous portion of her mountain dulcimer 
and psaltery skills. She also plays guitar 
and autoharp and sings beautifully on a 
dozen or so mostly traditional songs. She 
gets instrumental support from Gary and 
Kitty Mitchell and David Tweedle, mem- 
bers of Molasses Creek, a band based in 
Ocracoke, North Carolina. Many of the 
songs are staples of Betty’s performance 
repertoire. The material comes from a 
variety of sources, but in Betty’s hands, 
they all become simply “Betty Smith 
songs.” The Road to Dundee and 
Dumbarton’s Drums are beautiful 
Scottish songs. Green Grows the Laurel 
is an old Irish ballad that Betty first heard 
in Scotland. Kitty Alone, O No Sir, and 
Get Up and Bar the Door are all tradi- 
tional songs collected in and around 
Betty’s native North Carolina home. How 
Can I Keep from Singing features the 
alternate melody that Betty’s father knew 
and thought “sounded right.” Betty’s own 
The Winds of the Past, Si Kahn’s Gone 
Gonna Rise Again, and the Cape Breton- 
inspired Song for the Mira are all lovely 
contemporary songs. Betty also sings 
harmony on one of her son Bill’s 
originals, Carolina Rain. 


Hl etty Smith is With You Again and 


Marchany, Pete Hastings, Wes 

Chappell, and Bob Thomas—has 

just released their first new album 
in six years. Old Friend’s Waltz arrives 
with all those wonderful tunes you’ve 
heard them playing on stage at festivals 
Yes, it does include Avocado, Music for a 
Found Harmonium, Harp Farm, and I’m 
a Hog for You Baby. Unfortunately, it 
doesn’t include the theremin—that box 
of coils and vacuum tubes that Wes plays 
on stage with a wave of his hands—but 
you can’t have everything. It does include 
a solid sampling of those wonderful ham- 


\ o Strings Attached— Randy 


pe i 


== Musical Reviews 


mered dulcimer-led medleys that the 
band has seemingly made its own over 
the years. These range from Celtic 
(Dunmore Lasses/Julia Delaney, Maid of 
Mourne/Maid Behind the Bar, Drunken 
Landlady/Drowsy Maggie), swing (Lady 
Be Good, original (Pretty Fine, Old 
Friend’s Waltz), to resophonic old time 
and bluegrass (Cluck Old Hen/Wheel 
Hoss). The arrangements are inventive 
and occasionally wacky, and if the only 
thing missing is the theremin, so be it! To 
paraphrase the band, “Let the first things 
that you buy when you hit the Lotto be a 
copy of this marvelous recording and, of 
course, a ripe avocado!” 


est is English and Irish Renaissance 

music and his recorded work to 

date has certainly reflected his 
growing mastery of that genre. Steve’s lat- 
est release is Elizabeth’s Dream. While 
he freely admits that some of the material 
only sounds Elizabethan, one would be 
hard pressed to determine that without 
actually reading the liner notes. This 
recording can transport you to a world of 
elegant court dances, mannered exercises 
in musical composition, detailed observa- 
tion of natural phenomena such as a night 
sky or a sunny meadow, the genius of 
both Shakespeare and O’Carolan, or the 
lively rhythms of a country dance frolic. 
He deftly captures the essence of the time 
and its music. Jerry Rockwell helps out on 
dulcimer on three tracks along with Sean 
O’Malley on flute, but the rest is all Steve. 
If you appreciate elegant and skillful dul- 
cimer playing, you'll enjoy this CD. 


5 teve Smith’s primary musical inter- 


nglishman Dan Evans raises stee- 
plechase-racing rabbits and plays 
guitar and mountain dulcimer. 
Occasionally, he manages a trip 
across the water to teach a workshop or 
perform in concert here in the States. 
Autumn Dance should serve to introduce 
him to a far larger number of people on 
this side of the Atlantic. His guitar playing 
reminds me of Martin Simpson and his 
dulcimer playing is influenced by a long 
and fruitful friendship with Roger 
Nicholson, perhaps the best known 


dulcimer player in England. The CD is 
filled with wonderful music that ranges 
from the moody and introspective She 
Moved through the Fair and In the Bleak 
Midwinter/Spring’s Promise, to elegant 
and flowing traditional arrangements of 
Lord Franklin, I Wish, I Wish, The Water 
Is Wide, and The Trees They Do Grow 
High, along with a delightful and delicate 
dulcimer rendition of the Beatles’ Let It 
Be. Sylvia Seaton contributes violin 
accompaniment on several numbers and 
Ruth Cohen Rose supplies the vocals. 
Mary Evans (on chimes, rainstick), 
Martin Vishnick, Andy Crowdy, and John 
Ward provide guitar, bass, and bodhran. 


tain dulcimer in a contradance 

band, Scrod Pudding; she plays 

fiddle and sings in a Cajun dance 
band, Jimmy-Jo and the Jumol’ayuhs; she 
plays several instruments in a folk trio, 
PB&J; and performs solo at fiddle and 
dulcimer camps across the country. 
Though she has several previous record- 
ings, The Trestle Bridge showcases her 
skills on the mountain dulcimer as both a 
performer and a tunesmith. Her dulcimer 
playing is fast and driving on the dance 
tunes and also intricate in her use of the 
slides, pull-offs, and hammer-ons that 
capture the subtle nuances of fiddle 
melodies. Her fiddling strongly influences 
her dulcimer playing and she obviously 
knows her way around a contra dance as 
your feet will tell you. She’s just as effec- 
tive on the slow and moody pieces, 
whether she plays solo or with support 
from guest musicians Denny Breau, Keith 
Garovoy, Jim Joseph, Bill Olson, and 
Dave Rowe. The tunes are mostly dance 
tunes from the northeast, with a few “uni- 
versal” old-time tunes thrown in and 
combined with original material that 
evokes the sights, scenes and geography 
of rural Maine where Pam makes her 
home. There’s a lot of energy in this 
recording and a lot of talent too. 


p am Weeks plays fiddle and moun- 


here should certainly be something 
for everybody on Susan Trump’s 
new production, Masters of the 
the Mountain Dulcimer, Volume 
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With You Again ¢ Betty Smith, Bluff Mountain Music, 475 Bluff Rd, Hot Springs, NC 28743, 
704-622-3381, bsmith@madison. main.nc.us, www.bettysmithballads.com (CD) 


Old Friend’s Waltz ¢ No Strings Attached, 5220 Lipps Road, Roanoke, VA, 540-774-3542, 


nsa@enessary.com, www.enessay.com (CD) 


Elizabeth’s Dream e Steven K. Smith, 429 Park Ave, Newark, OH, 740-349-8192, 


www.sksmithmusic.com (CD) 


Autumn Dance ¢ Dan Evans, Dansing Music, 61 Sillwood, Olney, Bucks, MK46 5PN England, 
+44 (0) 1234 241976, dan@dan sing.co.uk, www.dansing.co.uk (CD) 


The Trestle Bridge ¢ Pam Weeks, Whippoorwill Music/Outer Green Records, 212 Upper St, Turner, ME 
04282, 207-225-2117, pweeks@ megalink.net, www.pamweeks.org (CD) 


Masters of the Mountain Dulcimer, Volume Two e Various Artists, Susan Trump Music, 
PO Box 313, Newtonville, NY 12128, www.susan trump.com, www.dulcimermasters.com (CD) 


Two. The music includes traditional, con- 
temporary, original, classical, Celtic, and 
old-time material; features both instru- 
mental solo and ensemble selections; and 
is played by a veritable Who’s Who of 
musicians. These include Ruth Barrett 
and Cyntia Smith, David Schnaufer and 
Stephen Siefert, Mike Casey, Karen 
Mueller, Steven K. Smith, Heidi Muller, 
John Blosser, Jerry Rockwell, Larry 
Conger, Steve Eulberg, Susan Trump, 
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Great Arrangements 
For the P 
Mountain Dulcimer 


“Fiddlin’ Around” 
“Tunes and Ballads” 
‘Hymns & Gospel Songs” 
“Christmas Carols” 
“Gospel Duets or Solos” 


$15.00 each + s&h 
1 book—$3 s&h 
2 books — $4 s&h 
3 or 4 books — $5 s&h 
5 or more books — call for s&h 


DAD Tuning 
Intermediate Level 
Arrangements include melody 
line, chords and words. Song 
JJ lists available upon request or on 
website. 


Helen Johnson 
P.O. Box 3395 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566 
Telephone: 979-297-7015 
Email: azalea@computron.net 


www.HelenJohnson. biz 
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Dan Evans, Don Pedi, Hollis Landrum, 
Robert Force and Albert D’Ossché, 
Shelly Stephens, and Neal Walters. This 
is a terrific recording. True, some of the 
material is available on other albums by 
the artists, but much of it can only be 
found here, all in one place. The variety 
of styles and approaches run the gamut 
and, if nothing else, this is a great intro- 
ductory album highlighting the broad 
appeal of the mountain dulcimer. 


Davip’s DULCIMERS 


“Fine Hand Crafted Dulcimers Since 1978” 


“The Spinet!” 

A full-size 15/14, lightweight hammer dul- 
cimer! Quality constructed by David Lindsey, 
builder of “The Grand.” A perfect choice for 
the beginning player or the seasoned veteran! 
“The Spinet” is complete with a soft-shell 
case anda sit-down stand for $550 


“The Grand!” 

Designed for low sustain and 
powerful dynamic sound! 
The Grand” features a 

floating sondboard and a 
unique bridging system. 

The choice of Bill 
Spence, Cathy Barton 

Para, Dana Hamilton, 

Linda Thomas, Kendra 
Ward, and other professionals! 


Call or write for free information: 
654 Acorn Lane « Bennington, OK 74723 
(580) 847-2822 
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by Ralph Lee Smith 


A “Bedpost” Scheitholt 


In my book, The Story of the 
Dulcimer, published in 1986 and now 
out of print, I described an interesting 
type of scheitholt that was being made 
by Junior Davis, of Linville, Rocking- 
ham County, in the Shenandoah 
Valley of Virginia. Junior’s instru- 
ments, which he called “swinettes,” 
were patterned after an old scheitholt 
that had been found in an outbuilding 
in Rockingham County. Tradition 
associated with the old instrument 
said that it had come from 
Pennsylvania, which seems very likely. 

Figure | shows the scheitholt, 
along with a cigar box fiddle that 
Junior made in 1920, when he was 
about twelve years old. Figure 2 
shows Junior with two of his swin- 
ettes. Junior made about thirty of 
these instruments before his death at 
age 94 in 1998. To the best of my 
knowledge, he can be considered the 
last non-folk-revival scheitholt maker 
in America. 

My daughter called the one that 
Junior made for me “the bedpost”! 
For nearly twenty years after I saw 
the old one in Junior’s shed, I never 
came across another “bedpost,” and | 
increasingly believed that the one in 
Junior’s possession might be unique. 

However, last year and this year, 
David “Monty” Saulmon of Morgan- 
town, North Carolina, sent me pic- 
tures of folk instruments in his collec- 
tion. The collection, Monty tells me, 
includes twelve fiddles, thirteen ban- 
jos, nineteen dulcimers, fifteen 
psalmonicans, two nickelharpas, and 
all kinds of other amazing stuff, with 
and without names! The pictures that 
he sent to me absolutely took my 
breath away. 

Among the pictures is the one 
reproduced here as Figure 3, showing 
some of the dulcimers and scheitholts 
in Monty’s collection. The hourglass 
dulcimer in the center is a beautiful 
Ed Thomas. To its right (the viewer's 


left) is a remarkably narrow Virginia- 
style dulcimer from Ashe County, 
North Carolina, just below the Virginia 
line. Monty says that it is deeper than it 
is wide. To the viewer’s right is a court- 
ing dulcimer made by Will Singleton of 
Viper, Kentucky, in 1922. 

But folks, as if this weren’t enough 
to put me at risk of a heart attack, look 
at the scheitholt with turned knobs at 
both ends, which is the end instrument 
on the viewer’s left! At last, another 
one, nineteen years after the first one 
surfaced! 

In response to my query, Monty told 
me that he had acquired the instrument 
from an antique dealer who had pur- 
chased it at an estate sale in 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Monty kindly 
provided me with an envelope full of 
photos of the instrument, of which two 
are reproduced here as Figures 4 and 5. 
The photos show the instrument to be 
excellently crafted. It has four small 
feet, and was intended to be played on 
a table. Like a majority of American 
scheitholts and traditional dulcimers, it 
is fretted with the first note of the 
Ionian scale at the third fret. 

Monty provided me with detailed 
particulars, including the following: 


@ Wood appears to be poplar. 

@ Instrument is joined with small 
wooden pegs. 

@ Five tuning pegs, hammered metal 
with no string holes. 

@ Iwo melody strings that passed over 
fifteen wire frets, with heavier wire 
nut and bridge. 

B@ Vibrating string length, 23 4 inches. 

B® Total length, 33 inches. 

@ Width at the upper end of the body, 
3% inches; at the lower end, 

3% inches, 

@ Depth at upper and lower ends 
of the body, 3% inches. Feet, 
14 inches. 


One wonders if this instrument is the 
direct prototype for the one owned by 
Junior Davis. We will have to wait to 
see what else turns up! In the mean- 
while, this is of course not the last that 
you will hear of Monty and his great 
collection. € 


Fig. 1: “Bedpost” scheitholt that was owned by 
Junior Davis, Linville, Rockingham County, Va., 
and cigar box fiddle made by Junior when he 

was twelve years old. 


Reader’s Query: 

Gerald Luce of Decatur, Iowa, 
writes: “I am looking for information 
about a dulcimer with a tag in it that 
says: 


Mountain Musie Co. 
NO DOLL 53 

By Ben Dupvee 

Oct 77 


“Any information on this company, 
where the instrument was made, 
and/or about the maker would be 
greatly helpful.” 

I have no information on this 
instrument or its maker. Can anyone 
help? Gerald’s email is colgel@grm. 
net. I would also be interested in any 
information that anyone can provide. 


Se EE | 
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Fig. 3: Part of David “Monty” Saulmon’s collection of scheitholts and 
dulcimers. 


z 


Fig. 2: Junior Davis with two of his “swinettes.” Photo taken 1984. 


Books and Recordings by Lorinda Jones 


LORINDA JONES 8 New Release! 
Wo Shadows } a No Shadows (CD) 
f $15.00 


: os : No Shadows is a mix of 
os as. allem 4 ye f American and Celtic traditional 
dpost” scheitholt in Monty's collection. i - * music played beautifully on 
mae standard, baritone, dujo, and bass 
dulcimers. Solo and ensemble 
4 arrangements. Selections: There is A 
Fountain, Turkey In the Straw, Hewlett, 
Holy Manna, Harvest Home, Barlowe 
Knife, Wayfaring Stranger and more. 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMER TABLATURE BOOKS 
Learn To Play The Mountain Dulcimer, | $5.00 
Learn To Play The Mountain Dulcimer, Il $5.00 
The Spirited Dulcimer, (Book and Cassette) $10.00 
Lullabies and Other Lifting Melodies (Book and CD) $15.00 
Dulcimer A La Mode (Book and CD) $15.00 
The Celtic Collection (Book and CD) $15.00 
ALSO AVAILABLE Send check payable 


Cottages & Castles CD to: Lorinda Jones 
PO Box 123 


ee ' 
Midwinter's Feast CD Rineyville, KY 40162 


Night Cap CD/cassette s&h all orders $2.00 
$15 CD, $10 Cassette losnotes@infi.net 
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Fig. 5: End view of scheitholt, showing turned knob and feet. 
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The Art of Performing 


by Steve Schneider 


\\ 


Creating a Positive 
Performing Attitude 


recently complimented a dulcimer player after her per- 

formance during a festival. Let me add that this festival 

is especially relaxed, fun, forgiving, and enthusiastic 

about all levels and styles of playing. The response to 
my heartfelt and encouraging, “Great set!” was a simple and 
bitter, “No it wasn’t...it sucked!” After recovering from what 
felt like a swift and stinging slap (and a denial of my own 
judgement and reality), I began to reflect upon the per- 
former’s emotional process—for what was going on for her 
was vastly different from what I saw and heard coming from 
the stage. 

Anyone who has gotten up to play in front of others has 
gone through the same process to some degree. This includes 
feelings of self loathing, confusion, loss of control, and dis- 
gust with oneself. We are all initially drawn to music in gen- 
eral, and the dulcimer in particular, after responding to 
something we once heard that made us feel excited and pas- 
sionate enough to devote precious time and money to finding 
and purchasing an instrument, finding a teacher, tuning, 
practicing, going to festivals, etc. For some of us, these initial 
feelings sometimes go sour within us if we don’t have the 
emotional makeup to weather our own need for approval 
along with an acceptance of our strengths, our weaknesses, 
and our imperfect natures. 

A single performance can mistakenly become a micro- 
cosm for all that is his or her life. It becomes a defining 
moment, and we use our performances to determine how 
we feel about ourselves. (A good performance indicates a 
good person, and a bad performance indicates a bad one.) 
And, for better or worse, the process goes both ways: A 
performance can cause you to feel bad about yourself, and, 
conversely, feeling bad about yourself can cause you to per- 
form poorly (a sort of self-fulfilling prophecy). 

This is a vicious cycle from which you need to escape in 
order to grow as a musician and a performer. Don’t make 
the mistake of defining yourself by your music. If you think 
you're really great, you'll be egotistical and obnoxious. On 
the other hand, if you have real doubts about your musical 
ability and feel bad about your music, you'll never grow and 
you'll always be frustrated and unfulfilled. Here are a few 
ideas that might help: 


® Strive to develop a realistically positive attitude about 
your music. This means paying no heed to any of the 
negative messages you give yourself. Never say anything 
negative or destructive about yourself or your music— 
ever. This includes both on and off stage. Become 
obsessed with success rather than failure. 


® Always ask yourself how you can do it better, and then 
find ways to make it happen. Get feedback from people 
whose opinion you respect. Any criticism you receive from 
others or that you give yourself should include something 
constructive. Critical feedback is not necessarily negative, 
but, instead, can be incredibly helpful. In an editorial in 
the New York Times, Thomas L. Friedman aptly writes: 
“_,. there are two kinds of critics in life: those who criti- 
cize you because they want you to fail and those who 
criticize you because they want you to succeed. And 
people can smell the difference a mile away.” Heed his 
advice by taking a deep breath and making sure you get 
the kind of feedback that you can really use. 


@ Find the right teacher for your learning style and person- 
ality. A teacher from the Juilliard School of Music once 
told me that if your student isn’t learning, it’s the teacher’s 
fault. A good teacher should be able to mold his or her 
teaching style to the individual student, and to be encour- 
aging and helpful. If this isn’t your experience, it’s time to 
have a discussion with your teacher, and/or to move on. 


ea es ee 


@ Give positive criticism to other musicians and performers. 
This is good practice for learning how to receive it and 
give it to yourself. Tell them what you like about their 
music, and offer any appropriate ideas you may have 
about how they could improve their music or their 
performing. 


B@ Surround yourself with musicians who are positive and 
well-suited to both your music and to your personality. 
Music-making should be a gratifying and fulfilling process, 
something to look forward to and to revel in. If this isn’t 
your experience, you may need to find new music partners 
or find new and different ways to participate in making 
music. You and the people you play with should ideally 
share an honest respect for one another, and an apprecia- 
tion and excitement for your collaboration. 


B® Keep a performance journal, and include the date and 
venue, your own impressions, any comments you might have 
received, and a list of what you played. Include any ideas you 
have about how you could have done it better, and then 
learn from it. Use it over time to make changes in your 
approach toward performing. 


®@ Learn how to say, “Thank you very much—I’m glad you 
enjoyed it.” after receiving a compliment or applause, even if 


Congratulations! 


to 


Kim McKee 


2002 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 


Thanks for playing and promoting 
McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 


Kim is shown at right with the 
Koa Custom McSpadden Dulcimer she was awarded 
as first prize at the Walnut Valley Festival. 
Feel free to ask her for a recommendation 
on the brand of dulcimer you should choose. 
For information on performances, workshops, and recordings, 
contact Kim at 
PO Box 704 
Polson, MT 59860 
Ph: 406-883-3244 
Error! Bookmark not defined. 


Dulcimer Shoppe, Inc. 


Hand Crafting McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 
PO Box 1230 1104 Sylamore Ave. 
Mountain View, Arkansas 72560 
Phone 870-269-4313 FAX 870-269-5283 
mespaddendulcimers.com 
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you feel like you didn’t play your best. The people you touch 
with your music don’t care about your personal evaluation of 
your music—all that’s important to them is how it touched 
them. And their experience of your performance may be 
vastly different from yours. Don’t rob them of their experi- 
ence. Music is an extremely powerful emotional catalyst, and 
people come to hear live music to be moved, not to hear 
about your woes. 


B Keep breathing. Take conscious breaths while you’re playing 
and allow the free flow and exchange of oxygen to strengthen 
you and to keep you open to the experience of performing. 


To summarize, you can help determine the outcome of your 
performance before it begins. Being negative helps to insure 
the probability of having a less than stellar performance. 
Maintaining a positive attitude can help to create a positive 
outcome. Make a commitment to yourself to discover and 
develop ways to find value and goodness in your music. Give 
yourself a break and allow yourself time to learn. Breaking old 
habits can be much more difficult than learning new ones, so 
don’t despair. Be positive—it’s a real plus. 

Please send your thoughts, experiences, questions, or feed- 
back (hopefully constructive) regarding the art of performance 
to me at music@steveschneider.com or at PO Box 34, Congers, 
NY 10920. Be well, and stay in touch and in tune. 


by Paul Gifford 


Hammered Dulcimer Tales & Traditions 


The Forgotten Brazilian Salterio 


any musical instrument museums 

in Europe, as well as some in the 

United States, include examples of 

finely made, elaborately detailed 
“dulcimers” from the eighteenth centu- 
ry. Most were made in Italy. Until 
recently, few experts knew anything 
about them or the music they once pro- 
duced. The Italian word for “dulcimer,” 
according to certain dictionaries, is 
salterio tedesco, “German psaltery,” and 
some museum catalogs itemized them 
as such, or more correctly, as just salte- 
rio. But, until recently, if one asked an 
Italian musicologist about the salterio, 
he or she would only get responses 
about the medieval instrument strung 
with individual strings and shaped like 
the outline of a pig’s head. This was 
what Praetorius in 1619 called strwmento 
di porco, “a very old Italian instrument,” 
obsolete in his day. 

This medieval instrument did die out 
during the sixteenth century. Yet by 
1651, when Athanasius Kircher pub- 
lished a treatise on musical instruments, 
this psaltery had been resurrected as a 
trapezoidal instrument with a bridge 
that divided multiple courses of strings 
into intervals of fifths. By the first part 
of the eighteenth century, the trape- 
zoidal salterio, played by picks attached 
to the thumb and forefingers of each 
hand, was a common instrument in 
polite Italian society. Men and women 
amateurs and professional musicians, 
using it as a secondary instrument, 
played it. It spread to Spain and 
Portugal, where it enjoyed popularity. 
Instrument makers even exported them, 
just as they did with mandolins and gui- 
tars, to France, England, and elsewhere, 
even to Colonial America. During the 
first part of the nineteenth century, the 
salterio completely died out in Italy and 
the Iberian peninsula, but somehow 
survived in Mexico. By the twentieth 
century, it was totally forgotten. 

Imagine, then, when guitarist 
Rogerio Budasz, of Curitiba, Brazil, 


happened to discover in the regional 
library in Curitiba a manuscript dating 
from the 1820s, containing tablatures of 
pieces arranged for the salterio! The 
author of the manuscript, Antonio 
Vieira dos Santos (1784-1854), a 
Portuguese-born lawyer and one of 
Brazil’s first historians, was an impor- 
tant figure in the country’s history, so 
librarians had probably always been 
aware that it held historical significance. 
However, the manuscript’s real impor- 
tance lay as one of the few sources of 
secular Brazilian music from this peri- 
od. The collection includes marches; 
tunes for European social dances such 
as minuets, contradances, waltzes, and 
cotillions; a classical form, toccata 
grande; as well as many dance tunes of 
Afro-Brazilian origin, such as the dundu, 
modinha, zabumba, chula, batuque, and 
many others. 

But how would Budasz make sense of 
this tablature? Dos Santos includes a 
tuning diagram for the salterio, assigning 
a number to each course of strings. He 
also explains how to read the tablature, 
which appears as vertical columns with 
numbers corresponding to the courses. 
The tablature is not readily comprehensi- 
ble, so Budasz’s considerable efforts in 
converting it to standard notation (which 
involves some interpretation) is a 
remarkable achievement. The few salte- 
rio players living today can read the 
music, but fortunately, anyone interested 
in hearing what these melodies sounded 
like can read them. 

In researching the salterio in Brazil, 
Budasz found two surviving examples 
(dating from 1762 and 1769) of instru- 
ments made in Brazil. Both were made 
by Antonio Martins Santiago of Rio de 
Janeiro. He also found references that 
showed that the instrument was played 
by ladies in the province of Goias in 1824 
along with guitar, citara, and viola, and in 
Recife in 1843. The salterio appears to 
have survived longer in Brazil than in 
Portugal, but it eventually disappeared. 


Certainly the salterio was played in 
most of the Spanish colonies in the 
eighteenth century. It did appear in the 
mainland British colonies. I have even 
found evidence that a Portuguese musi- 
cian, Luis Vidal, played one in New 
York, Philadelphia, and Charleston in 
1774, and a Philadelphia instrument 
dealer named Michael Hillegas whose 
stock in 1764 included a “psalter.” We 
can only hope that Budasz’s work is the 
beginning of a wider effort in Latin 
America to uncover the history of the 
salterio and other forgotten instruments 
and music there. Whether or not people 
can or will revive them and the music 
played on them, remains to be seen, but 
this music deserves hearing. 

A beautifully produced, facsimile 
edition of dos Santos’s manuscript 
tablature, together with Budasz’s 
explanation of the salterio and of the 
music, has now been published: Antonio 
Vieira dos Santos, Cifras de musica para 
saltério: Mtisica de salao em Paranagua e 
Morretes no inicio do século XIX, Estudo 
e transcrigées: Rogério Budasz (Curitiba: 
Editora da UFPR, 2002). The book 
includes color illustrations as well as a 
color facsimile of the original manu- 
script. This will be hard for Americans 
to locate, but perhaps an importer of 
Brazilian books can get it. 


~ Dovid lindsay 


by Ken Mattsson 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 


ho would have thought that Bennington, Oklahoma 

would be one of the hammered dulcimer-making cen- 

ters of the US? This small town on the Texas border is 

home to at least two of the big dulcimer manufactur- 
ers, and they owe their existence to an unknown dulcimer 
player at Silver Dollar City in Branson, Missouri many years 
ago. That’s where David Lindsey first heard the hammered 
dulcimer many years ago, and that experience has lead to 
dulcimers built, festivals started, and music being played 
around the country. 

Although David never got the name of that Silver Dollar 
City dulcimer player, he was enchanted with the sound and 
asked friend and fellow schoolteacher Dana Hamilton if he 
had ever heard of this instrument. As luck would have it, 
Dana had been given Bill Spence’s The Hammered Dulcimer 
album that Christmas, and they both fell in love with the 
sound, got a kit and put it together. 

Though his grandfather played the harmonica, David did 
not come from a musical background. He was a high school 
industrial arts teacher in Texas, and had no intention of 
starting in the instrument-making business. He and Dana 
purchased a $50, 26-string kit, put it together, and decided 
they loved the instrument, but they couldn’t afford a better 
one. David had woodworking experience, and decided after 
reading Howie Mitchell’s book, How to Build a Hammer 
Dulcimer, to build his own. He has been building and playing 
ever since. Once he started playing music, others who heard 
him wanted their own instruments. 

Dana and David started the Sweet Song String Band 
with their wives, Judy and Annette, in 1979. The band is 
still together and plays mostly old-time music for dances 
and festivals, and has become popular with the Civil War 
re-enactors movement. Dana and Judy are no longer 
with the band which now includes David on the dulcimer, 
Annette on the lap dulcimer, autoharp, and piano, Betty 
Odum on banjo and lap dulcimer, Larry Wheat on fiddle, 
and Karel Wheat—who also calls the dances—on bones 
and percussion. The hammered dulcimer also caught on 
with another family member. Annette’s brother, Russell 
Cook, heard David playing the dulcimer, got interested, and 
for years now has been a performer and manufacturer of 
hammered dulcimers. 

In order to meet other dulcimer players, the Lindseys 
started traveling. An important event in David’s career came 
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in 1980, when he went to the Cranberry Dulcimer Festival in 
Binghamton, New York, because there he met Bill Spence. 
David loved the different tone and sound of the dulcimer 
Bill played, so Bill spent a lot of time with David going over 
the different design of his instrument, the bridging, and the 
bracing. It became apparent that one of the bigger problems 
of the larger instrument was in keeping it together. David’s 
next goal became building a big instrument that had a 
dynamic sound, without physically coming apart. He had 
made about 25 dulcimers, and meeting Bill set him on the 
track of making such a dulcimer. This was his start in making 
the instrument for which he’s now known, the Grand. 

The Grand is probably the largest dulcimer made today. 
It weighs about forty pounds, and has three strings on each 
of its fifteen courses on both bridges. It has a three-octave 
diatonic range of D to D. A chromatic version of the Grand 
is available with 16/15/5, which means sixteen treble courses, 
fifteen bass courses, and five chromatic notes on two sepa- 
rate bridges. One of the design features that give it such a 
big, powerful sound is the floating soundboard. Having 
the soundboard not directly attached to the rest of the 
instrument adds a lot of weight, but also allows for a lot 
more resonance. David has said that he has seen dulcimer 
building go from the large, floating soundboard instrument 
to the smaller, fixed-top dulcimers that are lighter weight. To 


Continued on next page 
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accommodate those who do not want to or can not carry 
around such a big instrument, David also builds a smaller 
version of the Grand, called the Spinet. This instrument does 
not have a floating soundboard, but has many of the same 
design features and the low sustain as the Grand, but in a 
smaller (15/14) version. Although David still builds both 
types of instruments, he always plays his big instrument. The 
Grand is played by many well-known dulcimer players, such 
as Bill Spence, Cathy Barton Para, Kendra Ward, Linda 
Thomas, Peggy Carter, Heidi Cerrigione, and many more. 

David’s involvement in the acoustic music movement has 
not been limited to making and playing instruments. After 
traveling to the Mountain View, Cranberry, and Evart 
dulcimer festivals, David thought that it would be great to 
have a festival closer to home. In 1982, David helped start 
the Lone Star State Dulcimer Festival, held each year in 
Glen Rose, Texas, just outside of Fort Worth. The festival 
draws about 1000 dulcimer players, approximately evenly 
split between hammered and lap dulcimers. This is one of 
the few festivals that has free admission, as it’s supported 
by the Lone Star State Dulcimer Society. 

David left his teaching job and started building full time 
in 1995. In 1999 he and Annette moved to Bennington, 
Oklahoma, to Annette’s family farm, where he still builds 
full time along with being a rancher, bulldozer operator, 
and anything else fun he can find to do. He’s a one-man 
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shop, although some of his family members do help with the 
building of stands and other materials. He keeps in touch 
with the other dulcimer makers, and he says that most 
luthiers are friends and freely share information about their 
building processes. He now makes about 100 dulcimers a 
year, about 15% Grands and 85% Spinets. One issue that 
David has had to deal with in dulcimer construction has 
been the heat of southern summers. Being from Texas, he 
had already known that heatproof, waterproof glues were a 
must in building hammer dulcimers. Bridging is also very 
important. They must be mounted out on the soundboard so 
that the sound is driven into the soundboard instead of a 
brace or pinblock that is holding up the side bridge. He feels 
that if you want the big, full, dynamic sound out of a hammer 
dulcimer, you cannot sacrifice size and weight. You have to 
play a heavier, floating-soundboard instrument. He believes 
this is where that dynamic sound comes from. 

So, what’s in the future for David and his dulcimers? Well, 
the chromatic version of the Spinet is now available. It is a 
16/15/5, and David is very proud of the sound and the way it 
looks. On the organizing side, David started the Winter 
Creek Dulcimer Reunion on April 20, 2002. They are hoping 
this will become an annual event; it is held on the Winter 
Creek Farm. 

As for making music, David just wants to have fun. His 
goal has always been to play music and to have a good time. 
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It is supposed to be fun! He has always striven to make his 
playing musical, bouncy, and rhythmic. It’s the beat that first 
drew him to this music 25 years ago, and he’d like to see 
more sharing of music, and more opportunities for people 
to play together. 

David has shown himself to be a key figure in the 
community of dulcimer playing, from building to performing 
to organizing. If you want to learn more, head on down to 
Oklahoma, or say hello at one of your local dulcimer 
festivals. Where a few dulcimer players gather, David is 
likely to be there, and will be very glad to talk with you! € 


David Lindsey 

Rt. 2 Box 264 
Bennington, OK 74723 
580/847-2822 

David's Dulcimers website: 
http://home.earthlink.net/ 
~otfiddler /pages/davids 
dulcimers. html 

Sweet Song String 

Band website: 
http://home.earth 
link.net/~otfiddler/ 


_ _ Tennessee's | 
"Night of Champions' 
Eight National Champions 

all Winfield Winners in guitar, banjo, 
fiddle, mandolin and dulcimer 
including: 
Mountain Dulcimer Champions 


Larry Conger 1998 


Lee Rowe 1999 


Individual Workshop by each Champion 
Showcase Performances and the 
Champs' Jam with 
Thom Bresh, Master of Ceremonies 
2001 World Fingerpicking Champion 


March 8, 2003 
Cleveland, Tennessee 


for event information and details go to: 


www.traditionalmusiccenter.or 
or call 423-614-0406 for tickets an 
overnight guest packages 


A DULCIMER FOR ELSPETH 


A Children’s Story 


written by ESTHER KREEK 


Mustrated book with CD 
Narration by Esther 
Music played by Esther & Sam Rizzetta 


To order, send 


$22.95 + $3.00 shipping 
(KS residents add sales tax) 
ie) Inquiries : 


Esther Kreek serenesnd@aol.com 
10308 Metcalf PMB 109 or 
Overland Park, KS 66212 913-661-9590 


www.estherkreek.com 
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by Pete Rushefsky 
Buffalo, New York 


hen Americans think of Polish 
dance music, swinging brass 
orchestras usually come to mind. 
However, the polka band as we 
know it is mostly an American inven- 
tion. In the home country, traditional 
instrumental music was typically played 
by string bands led by violins. 
Seventy-nine year old Jozef 
Jankowski, now living in the Buffalo 
suburb of Orchard Park, is keeping part 
of the art of Polish traditional music 
alive as a player and builder of the cym- 
baly (tsimbl), or hammered dulcimer. 
As a child in Stolbcy, located in what 
was then Poland and is now central 
Belarus, Jankowski learned to make 
and play the cymbaly from his father, 
Xavarius, who owned and operated an 
instrument and furniture manufacturing 
business. Jankowski, whose older sister 
also played, recalls children moving in 
with his family for months at a time to 
learn to play cymbaly and to work in the 
factory to pay off their newly minted 
instrument, 
In a short time, Jozef’s playing 
caught the ears of other musicians in 
town, and he helped form a band 


known as the “Shootski Muzykanty” 
(clearly a rousing ensemble as, accord- 
ing to Jozef, a “shootski” is a howling 
dog). A “modern” orchestra for the 
time, the band featured cymbaly, violin, 
clarinet, accordion, trumpet and bass 
drum. 

The Shootski band performed a 
cosmopolitan repertoire that included 
Polish polkas, obereks and krakowiaks; 
Russian kazatskis; German waltzes; 
Jewish freylekhs and even tangos and 
foxtrots. They could be seen frequently 
around the Stolbcy area playing at 
weddings, banquets and movie theaters. 
Though he usually played seated with 
the instrument supported by a table or 
chair, a strap enabled Jozef to play 
while walking in wedding processions. 

When Jankowski was just fifteen, 

an agent from a radio station in the 
nearby city of Baranovici heard the 
orchestra and was so impressed that 
she hired them to perform on a weekly 
broadcast. As one of the highlights of 
the show, Jozef would clench a small Ps 
piece of birch bark with his lower lip 

and blow it like a primitive reed 

while accompanying himself on the 

dulcimer. Listeners were amazed to ' 
find out they were not hearing a duet ¢ 
with a clarinetist. f i) 


The German in 
during World 
Jozef's musical 


asion of Poland 
War IT turned 


life on its head. 


The German invasion of Poland 
during World War II turned Jozef’s 
musical life on its head. Interred at a 
Nazi prison camp, he managed a 
thrilling escape and ended up joining 
the American army near Stuttgart, 
Germany. After the war, he was given 
passage to Holland, where he met his 
wife, Catharina. Soon the couple left the 
Netherlands to join Jozef’s cousin in 
Buffalo. He spent almost fifty years 
without playing the cymbaly, working as 
a cabinet maker in Buffalo and 
raising a family with Catharina before 
retiring to Florida. But the music was 
always lurking deep in his heart. 


once again to play and make his 

beautiful dulcimers. Now back in 

the Buffalo area, he has set up 
shop in his garage, where boards of 
spruce, mahogany, and cypress are piled 
near instruments in various stages of 
production. Jankowski’s instruments are 
very typical of his native region. Two 
aqueduct-style bridges carry a whopping 
five steel strings per course, with the 
treble bridge dividing the strings in 
fifths. The standard range is twenty-five 
courses, providing over two fully chro- 
matic octaves from e to f#. 

Jozef’s experience as a woodworker 
shows with the clean embossments on 
the front and back sides of the instru- 
ment and beautifully scalloped tapering 
under the pin blocks. His sound boards 
feature variations on a theme of 
six-pointed, floweresque sound holes 
framed by f-holes. The standard instru- 
ments measure forty-five inches by 
twenty-two inches, and weigh about 


i s a septuagenarian, Jozef began 
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thirty to thirty-five pounds, depending 
on size and materials. Jozef favors 
bright-sounding instruments of maple 

or mahogany with a spruce sound board. 

Jozef’s cymbaly hammers are also 
representative of the Polish and 
Belarussian traditions. About six inches 
in length, and held between index and 
middle finger, they allow the player to 
easily damp notes with the side of his 
hand or fingers. He uses hand damping 
to add a slight syncopation to his 
oom-chick accompaniment style by 
quickly muting the strings after playing 
the off-beat. His solo playing is reminis- 
cent of a salon piano style, employing 
frequent use of homophonic chorded 
melodies and arpeggios. Avoiding the 
typical Greek, Ukrainian or Romanian 
dulcimer styles, Jozef usually harmo- 
nizes the melodies. 

Each instrument is individually 
crafted and Jozef usually turns out a 
new cymbaly in three to four weeks. For 
more information, readers may contact 
the Jankowskis at: 

57 Faahs Drive 

Orchard Park, NY 14127 

Phone: (716) 675-9794 

Email (through grandson Keith): 

bernard@pbworld.com 3 


Pete Rushefsky (prushefsky@ 
yahoo.com) is a Klezmer tsimblist 
and banjoist living in Buffalo. His 
new recording with Elie Rosenblatt, 
entitled Tsimbl un Fidl: Klezmer 
Music for Hammered Dulcimer 
& Violin, is available through 
Hatikvah Music (www.hatikvah 
music.com, (323) 655-7083). 
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grew up in Minnesota, but discovered the dulcimer while 

living in North Carolina in the 1980's. I went to a music 

festival in Boone and there was a little fellow about 400 

years old and about as big around as a toothpick sitting 
in a vendor booth selling his dulcimers. He said he had been 
building them for thirty years; regretfully I don’t remember 
his name. I had never seen or heard a dulcimer before, and 
the little instrument had me entranced! J wanted one really 
badly, but I didn’t have the money right then. 

Someone told me I could build one from a kit, so I 
ordered one and struggled through it. At the time, I hadn’t 
done any woodworking and I didn’t even know the difference 
between cherry and cedar. Amazingly, I used the correct 
piece of wood for the soundboard! Before I began building, I 
traced the parts so in case I messed something up, I could cut 
another piece. After the dulcimer was finished, everyone said 
it was so beautiful and that I should make them and sell 
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Appalachian Dulcimers by Keith Young 
3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 Phone: 703-941-1071 
e-mail: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 


them. I thought, “Yeah, sure!” But they persisted, as friends 
will do, and so I ordered a few more kits, built them, and 
took them to a crafts show and sold them all! I had my pat- 
terns from the tracings for the first dulcimer, and as I made 
instruments from scratch, I gradually included some visual 
and technical changes. 

When I first began, I didn’t have any tools and had to 
borrow some. I bought new tools so I would have a manual 
to go by to teach me how to set the tensions, what size blades 
to use, how to use the tools safely, and how to care for them. 
I bought books and went to the library, doing everything by 
trial and error, and by asking questions everywhere I went. 
Where I lived in Minnesota, nobody knew what a dulcimer 
was, so I couldn’t ask questions that were unique to dulcimer 
building. I called the fellow from whom I bought my first kit 
and I believe he probably thought, “Who IS this woman?” 
Now I think I have it pretty well figured out, after building 
154 instruments. 

According to historian Ralph Lee Smith, the dulcimers 
from Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee had distinct regional 
styles. | am working on creating a new style, a southwest style, 
of dulcimer. My soundholes are taking on the shapes of the 
many petroglyphs unique to the various Southwestern Indian 
tribes native to New Mexico, my current home. My scroll head 
shapes are reminiscent of the pueblo structures. I do some 
hand painting and some stenciling around the soundholes 
and try to use colors from the earth. I use a lot of cherry and 
walnut for the bodies and cedar for the soundboards. 

I number each of my instruments and take a snapshot. I 
keep these in a book, and when I sell a dulcimer I include the 
buyer’s name, address, and phone number. This list is shared 
with other buyers. A woman bought a dulcimer and I believe 
she was the one who intended just to hang it on the wall. She 
was contacted by someone who later got the list. Eight years 
after that I heard from her. There is now a group that meets 
at her house every month to play dulcimers! 

I have lovingly given my dulcimers a business name, 

Gila Mountain Dulcimers, after New Mexico’s beautiful 
Gila Mountains. The dulcimer not only taught me how to 
do woodworking, it taught me to how to play music. I play 
locally around this area and in the summers I teach dulcimer 
for Kids’ Week at a local museum. Almost all of the dul- 
cimers I have sold went to people who had never played a 
musical instrument before. Most of them were skeptical and 
told me they could only play the radio. I am proud to have 
introduced them to music. One dulcimer went to Michael 
Martin Murphy’s sound man back in 1991, and I am pretty 
proud of that, too. & 


Kerry Anderson 

Gila Mountain Dulcimers 

PO Box 1005 

Capitan, NM 88316-1005 
kerry@GilaMountainDulcimers.com 
www.GilaMountainDulcimers.com 
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"Cardboard" 
Dulcimers and Kits 


Since 1980, Backyard Music has sold 
over 20,000 of these sturdy, 
inexpensive full-sized lap dulcimers- 
just right for schools, beginners, and 
camping trips. 


Three strings, solid wood fretboard, 
geared tuners, painted corrugated 
soundbox. Playing manual, extra 
strings, pick, noter, and 4 mil poly bag 
included. Hearing is believing, so we 
offer a 30-day money-back guarantee. 


one 12+ 
Prefretted Simplicity Kit $48 $32 
Simplicity Dulcimer $62 $48 


For shipping, add $5.00 plus $1.50 per 
dulcimer. Fourth string and extra fret 
available at extra cost. Call for details. 


Backyard Music PO Box 9047 
New Haven, CT 06532-0047 or call 
203-281-4515, 7 AM to 10 PM. 


"Remarkably good sound" 
Mother Earth News 


© New from Tom Baehr 
“Ancient Echoes” 
Music for Dulcimers and Flutes 
Onginal instrumentals on standard, baritone and 
bass fretted dulcimers, ceramic flute and fife, 
plus music by Femando Sor and J. S. Bach 
Includes “Crescent Rag,” “Kaleidoscope” 
CD $15 plus $2 shipping and handling 
© Also by Tom Baehr 
“An Inhabited Garden” 
Vignettes for Fretted Dulcimer 
Onginal tunes plus music from the British Isles 
Includes “Morgan Magan,” “Independence Rag” 
Cassette $10 plus $2 shipping and handling 
Hogfiddle Press 
P. O. Box 2721 
Wobum, MA 01888-1421 
baehr@world.std.com 
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Bow your dulcimer with JimBows 
to create a beautiful bowed 
saltry sound. Use your current 
ernering patterns or find new 
ones as you explore your 
dulcimer’s exciting new voice. 


Instruction booklet 
and rosin included. 
Works on mountain 
dulcimers, too! 


N 
For more details visit or call: 
www.gleecircus.com 


lee e-mail: jim.wells@gleecircus.com 


tics. phone: 650-573-8948 


Arrangement of 
“Iuanita’ by 
Merv Rowley 


he origins of “Juanita” are not 

clear, except that it first became 

popular in the United States in 

1850, two years following the 
Mexican War (1846-1848). Although 
the lyricist is anonymous, the melody is 
from an old Spanish air that, in turn, is 
derived from a portion of Handel’s aria 
“Lascia Ch’io Pianga.” 

The song is now part of our Spanish 
musical heritage; it presumably origi- 
nated in our southwestern states and 
spread nationwide. 


Merv Rowley is a retired administrative 
engineer/educator/researcher who got inter- 
ested in the mountain dulcimer in 1977 As 
a professional builder, he operated Roselle 
Dulcimers for twenty-one years until retiring 
in 1998. More recently he has developed a 
fretboard marking system to make the 
chromatic dulcimer easily playable by those 
having average ability and experience with 
the diatonic instrument. His books include 
music for the chromatic dulcimer as well as 
tunes considered best sellers in America as 
the country grew following the revolutionary 


period. & 


Merv Rowley 

665 Lakeview Court 
Roselle, IL 60172 
630-529-0197 
birchbox@aol.com IW 
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Juanita 


Old Spanish Air 
arr. by Merv Rowley 
Db Fim CHaim  — C#dim CHaim D D 
a 
1. Soft o'er the  foun- tain, Ling-'ring falls the south-ern moon; 
2.When in thy dream-ing, Moons like these shall rise a - gain, 
D Fim Cidim CHaim Chaim D 
—_ a 
Pew 
Far o'er the moun-tain, Breaks the day too soon! 
And day -light beam - ing Prove thy dreams are vain, 
7 7 é 
In thy dark eye's splen-dor, Where the warm light loves to dwell, 
Wilt thou not, re - lent- ing, For thy ab-sent lov-er sigh, 
oe { 
BS) Sey H 
Wea-ry looks, yet ten-der, Speak their fond fare - welll 
In thy heart con- sent-ing To a _ pray'rgone by! 
9 9 10 _ 7 6+ 6+ 2 2 
5 7 | 7 ¢ é é 9 oT 
e 919 8 7 | 


Hammered 
Dulcimer 


Linda Lowe Thompson 


Left Hand Lead 


It’s not a well-kept secret: I’m right handed. But, I often 
play a lot of the melody with my left hand when playing solo 
arrangements on the hammered dulcimer. For “Star of the 
East,” I adapted a duet arrangement Id written. I was play- 
ing back-up as a dignified, slow-marching beat and tried to 
incorporate some of that into this solo. I stretched the whole 
thing by using that same 4-measure phrase between phrases 
in the verse section. When performing this, I finish this 
arrangement off with a fade-out of that same 4-measure 
phrase, and end it with a high E, lightly flammed (a triplet 
made by a right-handed 2-stroke roll and one left-hand 
strike). 

I first heard this elegant tune on a John McCutcheon 
recording. It can be found in Southern Harmony, a Sacred 
Harp book compiled by William Walker and first published 
in 1854. 


I think the words can be a help when you're first learning 
an arrangement. 


Verse 2: 

Cold on His cradle the dewdrops are shining/Low lies 

His bed, with the beasts of the stall/Angels adore Him, 
in slumbers reclining, Wise men and shepherds before 
Him do fall 


Verse 3: 

Say, shall we yield Him, in costly devotion/ Odors of 
Eden and offerings divine/Gems from the mountain and 
pearls from the ocean/Myrrh from the forest and gold 
from the mine? 


Verse 4: 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation/Vainly with gold we 
His favor secure/Richer by far is the heart's adoration/ 
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 


If you would like another arrangement of this same tune, 
in 3-part harmony which mimics the Sacred Harp format, 
send me a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Suggestions, 
requests, questions, contact me at 309 Pennsylvania Dr, 
Denton TX 76205, 940-387-4001, llt6@earthlink.net. ©} 


Star Of The East 


Arrangement by Linda Lowe Thompson 


VERSE: 


Hail theblest 
Shep herdsgo 


morn see the great Me-di - a 
wor -_ ship the Babe in the man 


tor Down _ from the tre - gions of 
ger Lo, for His guard the bright 
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VERSE: 


Hail theblest 
Shep herdsgo 


mom see the great Me-di - a ~- _ tor Down from the tre +  gtons of 
wor -_ ship the Babe in the man - — ger Lo, for His guard the bright 


dark - ness and lend us thine aid Star In the East, the ho - 


ri - zon a -_ dor ning Guide where our in : fant Re - 


deem - er was laid 


ue, fade, ritard, end with high E 


Technical Dulcimer 


Sam Rizzetta 


ne of the pleasures and challenges of writing your 
Technical Column is answering personally the questions 
and information requests that dulcimer players and 
builders send in. There is no such thing as a dumb 
question, only dumb answers, so I try to do my best with each 
and every one. Not all questions are of wide interest, and there 
isn’t room to respond to all of them in the DPN. However, I do 
answer each one personally. And many questions are ones that 
I have already answered in past, sometimes distant past, issues. 
A few weeks ago I found myself again confronted by 
several letters on topics that I was certain I had written about in 
the DPN. I thought I would save myself some work by sending 
reprints of the appropriate DPN columns, which would provide 
more complete answers than I could give in a short letter. In 
looking at the back issues, I was amazed to find that my 
columns go back eighteen years! Of course, I found myself 
hunting in frustration through so many DPN issues to find just 
the right Technical Columns. Soon the realization dawned on 
me that I might wind up having to look through almost every 
single back issue. If I had to do that, it would be just as easy to 
compile an index of past Technical Columns and have that 


Muller 


“One of the dulcimer 
community's best song- 
writers and performers” 
Dulcimer Players News 


Mountain Dulcimer 
Songbooks 


So Sang the SoSang the River, Songs 

River. “BillStaines, Vol. 1-$25 
18 songs, 36 tab arrange- 
ments for both singing and 


Heidi 


Missigman Music 


MASTER WORKS 
Hammered Dulcimers and Psalteries 


McSPADDEN Mountain Dulcimers 


index easily available for future reference. With considerable 
grumbling and grousing I proceeded to attack my complete col- 
lection of back issues. 

What follows is an index to all my past columns. DPN 
columns on technical issues for both hammer and fretted dul- 
cimers started with “The Answer Column” in the Vol. 10, no. 4, 
Fall 1984 issue of the DPN. “The Answer Column” was 
changed to “Technical Dulcimer” for Vol. 15, no. 4, Oct. 1989. 
Perhaps this change gave a more serious look to the DPN. But 
it was also more accurate. For although I continued to answer 
letters with dulcimer questions, I also took on more topics that 
I considered illuminating and interesting to dulcimer people, 
whether there were questions or not. 

Since many of the columns had no titles, I have given 
descriptions of the topics covered rather than titles. The 
Technical Column did not always appear in every issue; those 
issues have no Technical Column title or topic listed. 

Reprints of past columns are available from the DPN. If you 
would like one of these topics covered again or reprinted in the 
DPN, let me know. Some of them are useful as they are, and 
some could be revised and updated to included the latest infor- 
mation and ideas. I know DPN readers are loyal and many are 
longtime subscribers. However, some of you may be too young 
or recently acquainted with the DPN to know what you missed 
in those ancient, early issues! Here is an opportunity to let us 
know what you want to see. 


Bonnie Leigh, CMP 


¥ Bridge of Flowers 
Bonnie Leigh original songs of life & love. 
With Heidi & John Cerrigione, 

Neal & Coleen Walters & Tom White 
¥ Down in the Shady 
Mountain Dulcimer instrumentals 
from the 1800's and earlier. 


¥ Straight From the Heart 


Bonnie Leigh original songs with 


instrumental playing, with 
companion CD. Includes 
River, Roseville Fair, Sweet 
Wyoming Home and other 
favorites. 


Dance with Orion — $15 
12 original songs and tunes 
for mountain dulcimer by 
Heidi Muller. Includes 
Cassiopeia, My Old Cat, 
Jackalope Jig, Methow Suite. 


Gypsy Windand other CDs are available for $15. 
See Heidi's website for details and sound clips. 
Please add shipping of $3 for orders of $15; $4 for 
$25-$30; and $5 for $40-$60. 

For orders and information on Heidi's other 
recordings, performances and workshops please 
contact: 

Heidi Muller, PO Box 76 
Hope, NJ 07844, (206)528-2526 
www.heidimuller.com 


SPECIAL 
Complete Hammered Dulcimer and 
Psaltery Packages 
including stand, case, 
tuner, accessories 


BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS 
Recordings by Donna Missigman 


Visit www. Missigman-Music.com 
for instruments, books, accessories, 
recording samples 


MC/Visa or check to: 
Missigman Music 
Box 6, Laporte, PA 18626 
570-946-7841 
e-mail: dulcimer@epix.net 
www. Missigman-Music.com 


6 Mtn. Dulcimer instrumentals. 


¥ Reflections 
Folk & Bonnie Leigh originals with 4 Mtn. 
Dulcimer instrumentals. Cass. only 


Bonnie Leigh Songbook 
Songs from Straight From Heart & Reflections 


Bridge of Flowers Songbook 

Down In the Shady Grove Songbook 
It’s the Little Things 101 Poems 

Love & A Delicate Flower 102 Poems 


Cass. $10. CD $15. Songbooks $16. 
Poem books $7. S&H $1.50 


Bonnie Leigh, CMP 
PO Box 4160, Brick, NJ 08723 
732-920-1506 
Bonnie@bonnieleigh.com 
http://www.bonnieleigh.com 


DPN Technical Column Index 


Volume 9 
No. I, Winter 1983. Cover picture & 
interview with Sam Rizzetta. 


Volume 10 

No. 4, Fall 1984. Making your own fretted 
dulcimer strings. Guidelines for choosing 
a hammered dulcimer. 


Volume 11 

No. 1, Winter 1985. Plywood versus solid 
wood for HD soundboard. Curing awful 
reverberations in HD. Hammer exercises 
for rhythmic problems or one weak hand. 


No. 2, Spring 1985. Adding chromatic 
notes to a 12-11 HD. Prevent corrosion 
on HD strings. Best method to obtain 
low string action FD. How does HD 
bridge design affect tone? How does type 
of wood affect HD tone? Learn accom- 
paniment to improve HD playing. 


No. 3, Summer 1985. FD melody string 
trouble. Bracing patterns for HD. 
Instrument building instruction and 
Guild of American Luthiers. 


No. 4, Fall 1985. HD buzz. HD interval 
problem. 


Volume 12 
No. 1, Winter 1986. Pickups for 
dulcimers. Tuning wrenches for HD. 


No. 2, Spring 1986. Delrin and metal 
bridge caps for HD. Fixing a loose HD 
tuning pin. 

No. 3, Summer 1986. A more useful tun- 
ing for a 4th interval HD. Easier playing 
action for fretted dulcimer. 


No. 4, Fall 1986. Lessen neck and back 
strain and fatigue while playing HD. 


Volume 13 
No. 1, Winter 1987. HD pins that are too 
tight. Nut and saddle materials for FD. 


No. 2, Spring 1987. Adding extra frets, 
mean-tone fret scale, chromatic FD 
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tunings. 6 string FD tunings. Weather 
problems for FD. 


No. 3, Summer 1987. HD hitch pin repair. 
Bowed psaltery making & playing. HD, 
should I build or buy? 


No. 4, Fall 1987. The finer points of HD 
tuning and tuning problems. 


Volume 14 

No. 1, Winter 1988. Amplifying HD 

and FD for stage sound; mike versus 
pickup, ete. 

No. 2, Spring 1988. Some chromatic notes 
for 12-11 HD. WEST epoxy. Wound low 
strings for HD. Damper felt. 


No. 3, Summer 1988. Sources of instruc- 
tions for building FD. HD plans. Flight 
cases for HD airline travel. 


No. 4, Fall 1988. “Chromatic” HDs. HDs 
with black tops. 


Continued on next page 


CDs and Books by 


Music on the 


Hammered Dulcimer 


MNNt ut 
Wa ae 


‘A concept album that is long overdue. Played with all the 


_ skill and passion such music demands. Wonderful."—DPN — 


. Duff's sensitive interpretations capture the spirit of these 
pieces beautifully.’—Sing Out! _ 


com 


pa — ae 
w.dulcianna.com — 


Peggy Carter 


“Look Back With Love,” ~ Old-time, Celtic and 
classical music from bygone days with a CD-ROM 
multimedia presentation with Peggy and Friends. 


“Take Me Home” ~ Fiddle tunes, Gospel and Celtic tunes inspired 
by childhood memories of family gatherings ‘ 
CDs $17.95 / Tapes $12.50 All Prices include shipping. 


Books by Peggy 

© Dynamic Dulcimer Playbook ~ 

© Dulcimer Christmas ~ 
These two books offer Easy 
arrangments for mountain and 
hammer dulcimers:4$18.95 


© Hammer Jammer Play Book ~ 
Collection of Hammer Dulcimer 
arrangements of 100 popular 
tunes...$22.95 


For info on workshops & 
performances contact: 
Peggy, Carter 

16142 Hexham Dr. 

Spring, TX 77379 
Samfest97@aol.com 
www.peggycarter.com 
(713) 370-9495 


© Dulcimer School Companion ~ 
Simple folk tunes with MD tab, 
solfege, and notes for keyboard 
or bells...$5.95, (3 for $24.95 
10 for $47.95 inc. S&H ) 
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Volume 15 

No. 1, Winter 1989. Tinny tone at upper 
end of HD bass bridge. Classical HD 
Association for classical arrangements. 


No. 2, April 1989. Spikenardo Hitm-Strayt 
guest column (April Fools issue). 


No. 3, July 1989. How to choose 
hammers. 


Technical Dulcimer 


Volume 15 
No. 4, October 1989. More Spikenardo. 


Volume 16 

No. 1, January 1990. Finishes for FD. 
Gap for “free” vibration of FD sound- 
board? 

No. 2, April 1990. Finishing the inside of 


HDs. Conclusions concerning finish and 
sound qualities. 


No. 3, July 1990, External things that can 
be done to decrease HD sustain. 


No. 4, October 1990. Drilling tuning pin 
holes for HD. 


Volume 17 

No. 1, January 1991. Do innovations in 
design remain the property of the 
makers (intellectual property)? 


No. 2, April 1991. Sources of Delrin rod. 
HD dusting, cleaning under the strings. 


No. 3, July 1991. The hole in the sound- 
board under the fretboard of a FD. 


Volume 18 

No. 1, January 1992. Deriving Fret 
Positions, Part 1. HD in unheated week- 
end house. 


No. 2, April 1992. Deriving Fret Positions, 
Part 2; Mean-tone fret scale. 


No. 4, October 1992. Amplify HD for per- 
formance, part 1, sound systems, mixer, 
amplifier, monitor, speakers. 


Volume 19 
No. 1, January 1993. Amplify HD, part 2, 
microphones, mini-mikes, cost of 


Consider our highest quality 

stands, handcrafted locally, for 

both display and performance 

needs. Hammered dulcimer 

stands are fully adjustable to fit 

the individual player both in ' 

height and angle. Mountain dul- \ 
cimer stands are adjustable to fit most mountain 
dulcimers. Both available in walnut, cherry, or 


maple. Call today to order vours! 


Web site: www.simplesounds.com 


Simple Sounds 


E-mail: simpsnd@shipshenet.com 
P. O. Box 837 


systems from Radio Shack & up. 


No. 2, April 1993. Selecting wood for FD, 
part 1; heartwood versus sapwood, quar- 
tersawn versus flatsawn wood. 


No. 3, July 1993. Wood for FD, part 2; 
softwoods and hardwoods, wood species 
for soundboards, bodies, and fretboards. 


Volume 20 
No. 1, January 1994, 20th anniversary 
issue. Part One: Oil Finishes. 


No. 2, May 1994. Dulcimer Finishes, Part 
Two: Water Base Finish. Hydrocote. 


No. 3, August 1994. Solid wood & 
plywood for HD backs, quartersawn solid 
woods, tone differences, sources for lami- 
nated pin blocks. Crystalac water base 
finish replaces Hydrocote 

in the Stewart MacDonald catalog. 


No. 4, November 1994. Bending sides for 
FD. 


Featuring Great Names In: 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
FOLK HARPS 
AUTOHARPS 
HARMONICAS 
PLAYER PIANOS 
TONGUE DRUMS 
STUMPF FIDDLES 
WINDCHIMES 
TAPES & CD'S 


Phone: 1-888-MTDULC-2 (888-683-8522) 
Shipshewana, IN 46565 


Stop in and see us! We're in the Davis Mercantile, downtown Shipshewana, in the heart of Amish Country! 


Volume 21 

No. 2, May 1995. FD back bracing. Add 
6% fret to any scale length. L R Baggs FD 
pickup and installation. 


No. 3, August 1995. Correction for Tech 
Col vol 21 no 2, FD back bracing. Bass 
FD. 


No. 4, November 1995. FD; to hang or 
not hang dulcimers on the wall. 


Volume 22 


No. 2, May 1996. Why dulcimers are like 
airplanes; FD care and maintenance, use 
and inspection. Waxing. 

No. 3, August 1996. HD care and 
maintenance. 


Volume 23 
No. 1, February 1997. A Profusion of 
Hammered Dulcimer Tunings, Part one. 


No. 2, May 1997. HD Tunings, continued. 


No. 4, November. 1997 HD Tunings, 
cont. 


Volume 24 
No. 1, February 1998. HD Tunings, cont. 


No. 3, August 1998. HD Tunings, 
concluded. 


No. 4, November 1998. Make a Pickup 
For Your Electronic Tuner. Radio Shack 
buzzer, wire, and alligator clip. 


Volume 25 

No. 1, February 1999. DPN 25th 
Anniversary Issue. 25 random dulcimer 
tech tips. 


No. 2, May 1999. Strings. The plain 
string equations. String tension on a FD. 


No. 3, August 1999. Strings. Tone and 
tension. Calculate breaking strength and 
percentage of breaking strength. 


No. 4, November 1999. Why Strings 
Break. 


Volume 26 

No. 2, May 2000. Strings #4. Designing 
a 12-11 HD based on string scale length, 
treble courses. 
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No. 3, August 2000. Strings # 5. 
Designing the bass course scale lengths 
for 12-11 HD. 


No. 4, November 2000. Replacing a 
Hammer Dulcimer String. 


Volume 27 
No. 2, May 2001. Mean-Tone 
Temperament For Fretted Dulcimer. 


No. 3, August 2001. The Hammer 
Dulcimer And Mean-Tone Temperament. 


Volume 28 
No. 1, February 2002. Replacing a Fretted 
Dulcimer String. 


No. 2, May 2002. HD Sustain. 
Characteristics that enhance or reduce 
sustain. Golf ball drop chart. 


No. 4, November 2002. A Fine Finish; 
Sanding and Sanding Blocks. 


Volume 29 
No. 1, February 2003. Index to past DPN 
Technical Columns. OK) 


Looking for a dulcimer that: 


— Will give a lifetime of enjoyment. 


— Will give you the freedom to develop your playing style. 


— Has been entirely built by a craftsman. 


— Has a life time guarantee. 


For a free, full color brochure call 1-800-700-3790 or write. 


Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 
Box 193, Rochester, VT 05767 


Tel: 802-767-3790 


A Little 
of That 


His Debut CD 
with Sixteen 


featuring 
Mountain 
Dulcimer 


and 
Tin Whistle. 
With favorites 
such as 
“Maggie . 
“Wild Mountain 
Thyme” 
and 
“Cajun Waltz” 


CD $15 plus $1.50 for shipping 
Thistledew Acres * P.O. Box 134 * Marengo, OH 43334 


Susan ‘Trump Music announces 
% Masters of the Mountain Dulcimer VOLUME Two 


“The ‘Masters of the Mountain Dulcimer’ Series ts the best 
dulcimer showcase that’s ever been done.” David Schnaufer 
4 brilliant idea brilliantly executed!” 

Caroline Paton, Folk Legacy Recordings 


Traditional * Contemporary 
Original * Classical 
© Old Time 


Featuring: 
© Celtic 


Ruth Barrett and : é 
Cyntia Smith, John Blosser, Mountain Dulcimer 
Mike Casey, Larry Conger, Sev tain woes 
Steve Eulberg, Dan Evans, Robert ® 
Force and Albert d’Ossche, Hollis 
Landrum, Karen Mueller, Heidi 
Maller, Don Pedi, Jerry Rockwell, 
David Schnaufer, Stephen Seifert, 
Steven K. Smith, Shelley Stevens, 
Susan Trump, and Neal Walters. 
A Classical Collection 
TAB book by Susan Trump 
For Novice, Intermediate and Advanced 
Players of the Mountain Dulcimer. 
Seventeen solo and ensemble arrangements including 


Bach, Mozart, Vivaldi, Praetorius and more. 
$10. plus $2 shipping. 


MASTERS OF THE 


To date, the landmark Masters of the Mountain Dulcimer Volume One 
has sold several thousand copies. Volume Two continues the tradition of 
setting the standard for dulcimer recordings and players across the nation. 


Folk Instruments 


Mountain Dulcimers 
Hammered Dulcimers 
Lap Harps 

Bowed Psalteries 
Door Harps 

Dulcimer Stands 
Cases and more 


Call for a dealer nearest you. 
828-456-7502 


Dealer inquiries welcome. ~— 


TK O’Brien’s Inc. 


PO Box 614 Lake Junaluska, NC 28745 
www.tkobriens.com 


tkobriens @ hotmail.com 
the release of 


Solo and [ensemble 
lnstrumental Sclections 
Artists include Five 
National and State 
Champions 


CDs available from Susan Trump Mae 

_ m Masters of the Mountain 

Dulcimer VOLUMES ONE & Two 

w Live at Caffé Lena 

_ w Tree of Life 

= What the Hill People Say 

pet eS Oy 
PO Box 313 

Newtonville, NY 12128 

susantrump@aol.com. 


CDs $15. Add $2. for the first 
item plus $1. for all others. 


muste 


TAB BOOKS for Masters of the Mountain Dulcimer VOLUMES ONE and TWO www.susantrump.com 
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The First An 


by Rick Davis, Raleigh, North Carolina 


dulcimer festival in Cork, Ireland. So said the email I + 
received in January 2002. A dulcimer festival in Ireland! 


The first-ever! But, I had all my festivals and workshops 
planned out for the year. My wife, Brandy, and I would 

have to cancel those plans, buy plane tickets, get our pass- 
ports renewed, buy a flight case for my dulcimer, and...No, I 
didn’t think I’d go; too much trouble. But then I reconsid- 
ered and gave up my festival plans in the United States to go 
to Cork for this historic event. 

To me, the compelling thing about this festival was its 
purpose: to bring together three tradition bearers. Christie 
Burns had found them while doing research for her senior 
thesis in Ethnomusicology on the topic of the Hammered 
Dulcimer in Ireland. (To download her paper in PDF 
format, go to http:/Avww.corkdulcimerfest.org/links.html and 
click on the topmost link.) She was looking for the “little 

evidence,” found by Paul Gifford in The Hammered 
Dulcimer: A History, of a revival of the dulcimer tradition in 


eceennc nee 
ee erence TT 


a 


3 
, 


Continued on next page 


LONG-DISTANCE-LEARNING 
Your chance to work with a master teacher 
in your home no matter where you live. 


WORLD'S 
PREMIER 
ACOUSTIC 
MUSIC 


home, at your convience, and you choose the goals for each lesson. 


LONG-DISTANCE-LEARNING, with renowned player and teacher 
Steve Schneider, is designed to facilitate your musical growth through 
personally tailored hammered dulcimer lessons. You work in your 


Lessons are conducted through an exchange of audio or video 

Ask for your . nh 4 ‘tapes, and can target any areas of your music that you want to 
FREE CATALOG 5g oh 

or visit us ONLINE! 


prove. You will receive constructive and valuable feedback, 
et new ideas, and be given personalized exercises and 
usic to practice. 


a Ee: For more details, contact Steve Schneider at 
INSTRUMENTS | 1-888-DULCIMER or LDL@steveschneider.com, 
1100 N. Washington 
PO Box 14210-DPN eebae 
Lansing, MI 48901 LEARN HOW TO GAIN GREATER & DEVELOP 
Toll-Free (USA only) PRACTICE MORE EFFECTIVELY SPEED AND ACCURACY * 
888-473-5810 


YOUR MUSICALITY 
TL ae SS Se ee ee 2 
or 517-372-7890 
www.elderly.com 


or visit his website at www.steveschneider.com. 
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Ireland since the deaths of John Rea 
and Andy Dowling. Christie found 

that “little evidence” first hand, and, in 
finding it, also discovered that the men 
she interviewed, Nat Magee, Barry 
Carroll, and Seamus Brady, did not 
know about each other or any other 
players in Ireland. Consequently, they 
felt isolated as dulcimer players. After 
considering this dilemma, Christie 
decided to organize the Cork Dulcimer 
Festival not only to bring these three 
men together and end their feelings of 
isolation, but also to bring together 
dulcimer players from around the world 


to hear these men play, to hear their 
stories, and to share music with them 
and with each other. 

The festival took place July 26 
through July 28, 2002 in the city of 
Cork. The venues were local pubs, the 
Music School at the University College 
Cork (UCC) and the Triskel Arts 
Centre. There were the usual festival 
sessions, workshops, and concerts. 
However, what set this festival off from 
all others I’ve attended was the historic 
presentation by Nat Magee, Barry 
Carroll, and Seamus Brady on the 
hammered dulcimer tradition in Ireland. 

Before the festival began, I had the 
privilege of playing music with Christie 
Burns on Thursday, and with Cindy 
Ribet, Emily Hancock, and Jim Plitt 
on Friday at the Cork Vision Centre to 
promote the festival. The Centre is an 
old church building remodeled into an 
exhibition venue for art and for the 
city’s past evolution and future devel- 
opment. Because the weather was 
wonderful, with mild temperatures 


and mostly sunny skies, we were able 
to play outside the front door in a 
beautiful little courtyard with flagstone 
walks, flowers and trees. As we played, 
people stopped to listen, asked ques- 
tions, and took festival flyers. 

The opening event of the festival 
occurred on Friday night at An 
Spailpin Fanac, a cozy pub on Main 
Street. The festival participants at 
the session that night, and we played 
old-time and Celtic tunes and songs. 
The place was hopping! Then, we 
adjourned to the upstairs for the 
open mike, a raffle and another 


Walkin? Around Lucky 


Robert & Janita Baker 


co : ™ 
Southwind 
Dulcimer Shop 
Welkin’ Around £ ucky ek 
Madeline MacNeil, 
Karen Mueller, 
Howie Bursen, 
Kelly Powers and 
Jean Sutton 


Owensville, Indiana 


Online Store 
Books and CDs for Mountain and 
Hammered Dulcimer, Folk Harp, 
Banjo, Fiddle, Guitar, Tinwhistle, 
Mandolin, Recorder 


Traditional, country, blues and original songs 
featuring guitar and dulcimer with banjo, autoharp, 
accordian, fiddle and vocals 


R. R. 3, Box 86A 
Owensville, Indiana 47665 


available from: 


Blue Lion 
10650 Little Quail Ln. 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 


CD $16.50, includes shipping 
CA residents please add 7.25% sales tax 


Our Online Store Offers Secure 
Ordering of Books, CDs, and More 
Web Site: www.southwinddulcimer.com 
Email: info@southwinddulcimer.com 
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session. Sharing music with such great, 
seasoned musicians was a wonderful 
treat. We got to hear solos and group 
performances, and to play together 
with new friends. Fred Woodley 
plucked his dulcimer, and it was beau- 
tiful. And, for the first time, we got 

to hear Nat, Seamus, and Barry play. 
The variety and quality of talent and 
musicianship represented there was 
truly wonderful. 

On Saturday various workshops 
were held at the UCC Music Building. 
I assisted Cindy Ribet teaching the 
all-day Beginners’ Workshop. Of the 


six students in the workshop some had 
either built a dulcimer—or had one 
someone in their family had built—but 
had not learned to play until this festi- 
val. Others had never heard a dulcimer 
until the night before. Still others had 
no dulcimer at all when they came, but 
did when they left. For us to leave 
behind new dulcimer players in Ireland 
to carry on the tradition was a thrilling, 
awesome, and humbling experience. 
The presentation on Saturday 
afternoon by Nat, Seamus, and Barry, 
emceed by Mel Mercier, professor 
of Ethnomusicology at UCC, was 


unforgettable. The text of Nat’s pres- 
entation can be read in an appendix of 
Christie’s paper (see URL above). 
Seamus’s vocal rendition of “Vanished 
Like the Snow,” followed by his playing 
it on the dulcimer, was beautiful and 
moving. Barry’s clean, precise style was 
perfect for the jigs and reels he plays. 
Saturday night’s concert at the 
Triskel Arts Centre included Adrian 
Schofield and Jenny Coxon, Setanta 
(Jack Bethel, Colin McAllister and 
Gearoid O Laoghaire), and David 


Continued on next page 


Lightweight flight cases for HDs 


Soft cases for any dulcimer 


or saat 


Well insulated, padded, weathertight \ 


Free brochure, price list, 
and color samples 


Colorado Case 
406 Garfield St. 

Fort Collins, CO 80524 
(800) 340-0809 
ColoradoCase.com 
Sales@ColoradoCase.com 


Folk Notes Banj-Mo 
by Dennis DenHartog. 
An old-time banjo sound 
& plays like a mountain 
dulcimer. Call or write: 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 


2329 Curdes Avenue 
Fort Wayne, IN 46805 


260-484-9078 


www.folknotes.com 
DennisD@folknotes.com 


Dulcimer music online 


Download from our website today! 


© High quality graphic files 
in both tablature and 
music notation 


© MP3 sound files 
e Our music is available at 
very modest prices. 


© Special offers include many 
files that are FREE ! 


e A variety of arrangements 
for beginners through 
to advanced. 


www.frettedmusic.com 


New festival coming to Texas in 2003! 
Palestine 
Old Time Music and 
Dulcimer Festival 


March 27-30, 2003 
Palestine, Texas 


Lorraine Lee Hammond 
Tom Brad and Alice 
Bruce Greene ¢ Steve Seifert 
Lloyd Wright ¢ Don Pedi 
Carl Jones © Josh Goforth 
Russell Cook ¢ Glenn Flesher 
Linda Thomas e Dan DeLancey 
Wayne Henderson 


You will love this festival. The old time 
world and the dulcimer world will 
come together for a weekend of 
visiting, learning, sharing 
and jamming. 


For more information contact: 
Jerry Wright (713) 432-1058 
Email pickin@aol.com 


Web: www.geocities.com/palestinefestival 
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James, who was joined on a few 
tunes by Mel Mercier on bones and 
bodhran. Sessions followed into the 
early morning. 

Sunday’s closing events began with 
a panel discussion on “Playing the 
Dulcimer in an Irish Session” at the 
Corner House Pub on Coburg Street led 
by Cliff Moses with David James, Rob 
Thornburgh, and Andy and Dave, a cou- 
ple of local musicians. Next was a per- 
formance of old-time, Celtic, and origi- 
nal tunes by Cindy Ribet, Emily 
Hancock, Jim Plitt and me. A young 
Russian woman, who had just moved to 


music folk 


Cork, came up to me after our perform- 
ance saying that she had picked up a 
flyer for the festival and had come not 
knowing what a dulcimer was. She was 
taken with its sound and the music 

we played. 

Good music, good friends, beautiful 
scenery, and an historic event. It doesn’t 
get much better than this! 

For information about the 2003 Cork 
Dulcimer Festival, visit the festival web- 
site at www.corkdulcimer fest.org. To 
see a gallery of pictures from the 2002 
festival visit www.corkdulcimerfest.org/ 


gallery.html. €3 


Rick Davis is a multi-instrumentalist 
and composer who has played a variety 
of musical styles from classical to folk. 
His latest instrumental focus is the 
hammered dulcimer, which has inspired 
his increasing love for old-time and Celtic 
music. He won First Place at the Fiddler's 
Grove 2002 Hammered Dulcimer competi- 
tion, and has performed at the Swannanoa 
Gathering and John C. Campbell Folk 
School. 


8015 Big Bend Blvd. 
St. Louis, Mo 63119 
1-800-892-2970 
www.musicfolk.com 
musicfolk@musicfolk.com 


Mountain & Hammered Dulcimers 


Folk Harps, Flutes, Recorders & Whistles 


Blue Lion - McSpadden - Folkcraft 
Cripple Creek - Butch Sides - Dusty Strings 
Master Works - R.L. Tack - Songbird - Grassroots 
Triplett - Stoney End - Mid-East 


Guitars - Banjos - Violins - Mandolins - Autoharps 
Books - Tapes & CDs - Videos - Accessories 


We also make custom cordura cases for hammered dulcimers! 


Bill Schilling and 
Linda Sigismondi 


WINDY RIVER 
CARDBOARD 
DULCIMERS 


R.T. AUDIO 
Presents 


Rich Thum 


New Release 
“Front Porch Waltz” 


An instrumental and vocal ensemble, 
featuring the hammered dulcimer. 


Dark cherry cardboard sound box, 
24-1/4” wood fretboard, standard 
machine heads, very substantial. 
6-1/2 & 13-1/2 frets included. 
Ideal for schools and beginners. 


_ Songs from Canal Days 
Songs from Canal Days CD $15 
Books with Melodies, Chords, & Lyrics 
Linda’s Feature DAD Tab 
Songs from Canal Days 


| Featuring: “LaPartita” 
#4) with Ken Koloner and 
' Robin Bullock, “Wild 
| Rose of the Mountain” 
| with David Schnaufer, 
| six new fiddle tunes, Oh 


$ 50.00 


(Special prices for schools and 
organizations) 


Handcrafted music holders, music stands, 
and instrument stands. 


Dealer inquiries welcomed 


WINDY RIVER DULCIMER SHOP 
P O BOX 493 
BOONEVILLE, MS 38829 
662-728-5448 
forsmith@bellsouth.net 


www. windpriver. or, 


SWINGING 
on a2 Gate 


Phil Passen 


Tom Conway Hammered Dulcimer & Guitar 


Phil Passen and Tom Conway play tra- 
ditional American and Celtic music 
with energy and emotion. Driving 
hammered dulcimer and percussive 
guitar make this first CD sparkle. 


u 


“Toe-tapping!” “Very soothing. 
“Marvelous!” 


Pricing: 1 copy, $15 + $2.00 S&H 
2-5 copies, $14 ea. + $4.00 S&H 
Check payable to Philbar Music 

PO Box 617913, Chicago, IL 60661 


Also available at Amazon.com, CDBaby, 
Borders and other stores. 


Celtic Ballads and Song (& CD) 
Appalachian Ballads and Songs 


Christmas Songs 


Old Time and Fiddle Tunes (& CD) 
(Books $12, CDs $12) 

Bill’s Include DAA or Autoharp Tab 
Dulci-More Public Domain Songbooks 
General (DAA) $30 plus s/h $5 * 
Autoharp $30 plus s/h $5 * 
Vols.1-6 & Christmas (DAA) $7.50 
s/h $2 (except *) 1st item, $.50 each add'l 
Bill Schilling 
984 Homewood Ave. 
Salem, OH 44460 
330-332-4420 
bill@billschilling.org 
billschilling.org 


Linda Sigismondi 
474 Kathy St. 
Gallipolis, OH 45631 
740-446-9244 
lsigis@zoomnet.net 
Isigis.homestead.com 


' Susanna and_ other 
requested favorites. 


Rick’s other CD’s 


“A Reason to Dance” 
Old-time string band jam live. 
“Roll out the rug and start into dancing. 
This music is a good reason to do just that.” 
Walt Michael 
“Hammered Fiddle Tunes” 
Traditional American fiddle tunes 
featuring the hammered dulcimer. 


To Order: send $15.00 plus $2.00 shipping to: 
Rick Thum, 6710 Twin River Road, 
Eureka, MO 63025 


Phone: (636) 677-7477 
E-mail: rthum@rthum.com 
Visit our web site: www.rthum.com 


A complete line of 
Hammer Dulcimers and accessories 
handcrafted by Rick Fogel 


Le 
DULCIMER CO. 


Catalog Available + 1916 Pike Place, Box 906, Seattle, WA 98101 « (206)910-8259 


More Than 120 Tene Arrangements for 
LAP DULCIMER& 
HAMMERED DULCIMER 


Heciindiag Chond Nacues fee Avaohar py, Gta oF teat Neeistic Lantnerts 


| 


from the Off-the-Wall Dulcimer Society 


ee ee ae) 


From the Off-the-Wall Dulcimer Society 


TUNES ‘N TABS 


A Book of Over 120 Arrangements for 
Lap Dulcimer and Hammered Dulcimer 


More than 150 pages of music arranged by 
Rebecca Askey, A. J. Bashore II, and other members 
and friends of OTW. A REAL VALUE! 


To Order: Send $14.95 + $2.00 s&h ($16.95) to 
Rebecca Askey, 134 East Winding Hill Road, 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 


email: MABLBARKER@aol.com 
Proceeds Benefit OTW Society Member Activities 


Folkke Ber 
Tes@mumenG 


Supplies for Dulcimer Makers 


Folkcraft is your source for instrument making supplies. All wood is carefully dried and seasoned. Tops, backs, sides, and fingerboards are 
sanded to exact tolerances and matched. You’ll also find quality accessories and strings, and quick delivery. 

Listed below is a sample of items available. Call, write or visit our web site http://www.folkcraft.com for our complete supply list for 
Dulcimer, Hammer Dulcimer and Bowed Psaltery! We accept Checks, Visa, MasterCard, Discover & American Express. 


DULCIMER BACKS = 7*x 32"x 1/8" for 1 pe 
8° x 32" x 1/8" for 2pc (two 4" purchase) 
1-5 6-11 128UP 
960 860 
10.95 9.85 
9.15 825 
504 Walnut 2pe. 10.95 1040 9.35 
SOUNDBOARDS 8% 32" x 1/8" for 2pc (two 4* pes) 
Sitka Spruce and Western Red Cedar are vertical grain 
551 Spruce 2p6..-nrseaene 1480 1410 12.70 
554 WR. Cedar 2pc...... 14.80 14.10 12.70 
555 Butternut 2pe.......... 11.70 110 10.00 
DULCIMER SIDE SETS 2°x32"x 1/10" (2 pes) 
395 (3.55 
353.40 
LANKS Specify: 1 pe or 2pc 


DULCIMER HARDWARE 


MACHINE HEADS - Individuals with screws. Small pearloid 
button. Can be used for either vertical or horizontal mounting 


3024 setof4...7.75 3025 5-49... 1.65ea. 3026 50 - 144...1.50ea. 


MACHINE HEADS - enclosed, sealed. 12:1 gear ratio. Small 
chrome button (set of 4). Ideal for flat pegheads. 

3010 (1 set) 26.00 (2-5) 23.00 ea. (6 & UP) 20.00 ea. 
GROVER “PERMA-TENSION” - Specify: Pearloid or 
Rosewood buttons (set of 4). 

3030 (1 set) 40.00 (2-5)30.00ea. (6 & UP) 22.00 ea. 
STEWART MACDONALD PLANETARY 

DULCIMER PEGS. Pearloid buttons (set of 4). 

3065 (1 set) 65.00 (2 & UP) 59.95 ea. 


FRET WIRE 18% Nickel-silver. Pre-straightened. 2' lengths. 
4090 per foot... 1.00 


HAMMER DULCIMER & 
PSALTERY SUPPLIES 


TUNING WRENCHES 


ACCESSORIES 

DULCIMER PICKS 

5071 Herdim® “3 in 1" picks 

(1-2) 1.00 ea. (3-5) .652a. (6-11) 60 ea. (12 & up) .50 ea 

5 other Herdim Styles available. . 

Large triangle. Specify thin or medium weight 

5070 Pkg Of 5. ww. 1.90 5080 Pkg Of 144... 29.00 
5075 Pkg Of 72csaemmee 18.00 


lea 2-11 — 128UP 
10060 L - shaped 475 400 3.50 
10070 T-starhead 13.50 12.00 11.00 
10065 Clock key (brass) 4.00 3.00 2.50 
10071 Gooseneck 17.50 16.50 


ZITHER TUNING PINS 
Nickel plated 
(3/16°D X 1 9/16"L) 


DULCIMER CASES & BAGS 

CHIPBOARD - lozenge shape (fits most hourglass and teardrop styles) 
Regular - 38°L X 4"D X 8" tapering to 5°W. Black with flock lining. 

5017 (1) 34.95 (2) 29.90 ea. (3-5) 26.00ea. (6 & Up) 19.20 ea. 
Deluxe - 38°L X 4"D X 8 1/2" tapering to 5"W. With plush lining. 

C182 (1) 49.95 (2) 42.50 ea. (3-5) 37.50 ea. (6 & Up) 27.50 ea. 


3 or more chipboard cases - Please add $10.00 in additional shipping 11020 Pkg. of 500. 


5000 1/4 Ib (abou B 10.50 
GODOT Wa essen cats 31.40 
6030 FRET SAW (.022 Ker‘)... 


1%" x3'x8"for Ipc Or Two 3/4* pes = 1 4"x 3" 8 
DULCIMER TAIL BLOCK BLANKS = 2°x14"x3* 
FINGERBOARD BLANKS = 3/4"x 32"*x 14" 
NUT, BRIDGE & FRET SLOTS cut in fingerboards 
(18 fret slots including the 6 Y2. Fret scale is 27") 
Add $2.50 per fingerboard. 

700 DELRIN PLASTIC HUT & BRIDGE STOCK 

White, 1/8" thick x 2/16" high x 12" long, $2.25 per foot 


11030 Pkg. of 1000.... 215.00 


HITCH PINS - Nickel plated 
(1/8*D X1 1/40 


DOUBLE DULCIMER BAG - Water-resistant green Cordura 

fabric, Has large accessory pocket; Two fully padded 

10” X 40” X 4” compartments fully zippered on each 

side; handles and backpack straps for easy hands free movement. 
5026 (1) $135.00 (2) $115.00 (3 & up) $85.00 

CARRYING BAG - Fits up to 40°LX9°WX3 4" D. 600 Denier fabric. 13082. Pkg. 0f500.... 65, 00 
Padded, lined, Has handle, shoulder/backpack strap, book/accessory pocket. 3983 Pkg. of 1000... "100. 00 
5027 (1) 50.00 (2) 42.00 ea. (3 & up) 37.50 ea. 


DULCIMER STRING ANCHOR PINS 
(copper plated) (Use with Ball or Loop end strings) 
4085 Setof4.. 40 4086 Pkg of 50... 2.50 
STRINGS -BULK PACKED (Combine sizes for best discount.) 
699 MOLDED DELRIN NUTS & BRIDGES Plain sizes .009 - 016 Wound sizes (even #'s only) 020 - .032 
1/8" thick x 3/8" high x 1 44" (to fit our pre-slotted fingerboards) : PLAIN SIZES WOUND SIZES 
Bone color. Strings slots are pre-cut. Ings... 0 a, 1.25 ea. Please include your complete street and Postal address (if different) with order.. 
(Lea) 0.60 (12-48) 0.55 ea, (60 & up) 0.50 a. - 99 €a, i €a. Charges are as follows: Orders up to $15.00 add $6.00 for shipping 
JU ea, 9 Ga. from $15.01 to $30.00 add $8.50 for shipping 
P.O. Box 807, Specify: BALLENDS or LOOP ENDS trom $30.01 to $50.00 add $9.50 for shipping 
Winsted, CT 06098 Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. from $50.01 to $80.00 add $10.50 for shipping 
Toll Free 800-433-3655 Please call or check our web site for current information. $80.01 Please Call for Shipping Amount 


SHIPPING 


MAKERS OF 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
AND FOLK HARPS 


with a solid reputation 
built on quality and service 


Handcrafted Instruments 
by William Berg 


° Mountain Dulcimers 

e Hammered Dulcimers 
© Bowed Psalteries 

e Lap Harps ® Kalimbas 
° Banjos ° Mandolins 


..and much more! Plus a great selection 
Instructional Books and CD’s and Tapes. 


* Ten models of dulcimers, 
from two to four octaves 
¢ Five chromatic models, 

including the Piano Dulcimer 
° Seven models of lever harps 
¢ Stands, dampers, cases, 

hammers, books, 
and videos 


Contact us for 
free color brochure 


58 W. Main Street © Nashville, IN 47448 
812-988-7077 or toll free 300-359-2173 


06) 634-1656 Dusty Strings Co. 
Fax (206) 634-0234 3450 16th Ave. W. 
www.dustystrings.com Seattle, WA 98119 


www.mountainmademusic.com 


Folk Music, Suruki Style 


by Leslie K. Robinson, Brockport, New York 


ike many folk musicians, I come from a classical 

background. I began studying violin through the 

Suzuki method, developed by Dr. Shinichi Suzuki of 

Matsumoto, Japan. Suzuki believed that music is a 
language and should be taught and learned like any spoken 
language. Children learn their mother tongue through a 
process of listening to and repeating sounds. Likewise, Suzuki 
students learn to play music by listening to their teacher and 
to a recording, then repeating what they hear. Written music 
is not used until students have mastered advanced techniques. 

My Suzuki training has been very helpful for me in making 
the transition from classical to traditional music. The music I 
play on the fiddle is generally passed on by ear. I am often 
unable to find written copies of tunes, and there are aspects 
of a traditional tune (for instance, “lift,” or the sense of rhyth- 
mic drive) that cannot be written down. I have learned most 
tunes by ear from recordings and from other musicians. Ear 
training is also crucial in sessions, where I need to be able to 
pick up new tunes quickly. 

When I was introduced to the mountain dulcimer, my 
Suzuki background came in handy once again. I was drawn to 
the dulcimer’s beautiful sound the moment I heard it, so I 
taught myself to play using Suzuki techniques, with the help 
of Rochester, New York performer and music therapist Beth 
Sleboda. Now I enjoy picking out and arranging traditional 
tunes for the mountain dulcimer as well as composing a few 
of my own. 

Ear training is a good skill for any musician to have. It will 
help you to hear your own mistakes when you practice, and it 
facilitates ensemble playing and jamming as well. Best of all, 
when you hear a great tune, you don’t have to search high 
and low for a good arrangement of it. You can make your 
own instead! 


Some Suzuki tips for folk musicians: 


@ Listen carefully when you play. Take note of how 
different intervals sound. Try to identify pitches by their 
relationship to other pitches (how much higher or lower 
the second pitch is relative to the first, and so on.) 


@ Memorize where different pitches and chords can be 
found on your instrument in a particular tuning. 


@ Listen to a variety of music every day. This will help 
you get a better understanding of phrasing, expression, 
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ornamentation, styles of playing, etc. Try to listen for 
different melodic and harmonic patterns that occur fre- 
quently. Once you learn some of the common patterns, 
it will be easier to learn new tunes. 


@ Pick a familiar melody that you can hum and try to 
sound it out on your instrument. Keep trying until it 
sounds right. Once you have the melody, experiment with 
chords. Play around with it until you find a progression 
you like. 


@ When you hear a tune you like, listen to a recording of 
it over and over until you can hum the tune on your own. 
Once you have the melody in your head, sound it out on 
your instrument as described above. 


@ Be patient. Training your ears, like anything else, 
requires time and practice. Don’t be discouraged if you 
don’t get it right away. The more you practice, the easier 
it will become. 


@ Most importantly, remember to have fun. 


Leslie Robinson began studying violin at the age of three. She has 
performed with the Roberts Wesleyan College-Community Orchestra 
in Chili, New York for seven seasons and she has been a participant 
in several New York State School Music Association festivals, includ- 
ing junior and senior high school county and statewide festival 
orchestras. In addition to violin/fiddle and dulcimer, Leslie plays the 
recorder, treble viol, and tin whistle and she is learning to play the 
bowed psaltery and guitar. She studied at the University of Limerick, 
Ireland, where she learned from some great traditional musicians 
and enjoyed the sessions and the craic in the local pubs. 3 


Music on next page. 
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Tuning: D-A-d Capo 1 
E minor 


King of the Faeries 


Traditional trish 


Arrangment by: Leslie Robinson 
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What's New 


by Neal Walters 


A Handful of Tunes © The Rojas, 

Rojas Ranch, 2571 Henry Gower Rd., 
Pleasant View, TN 37146, 615-746-4308, 
Jrojas 1995@aol.com (CD). 

The Rojas are a family band con- 
sisting of Jorge Rojas on mountain 
dulcimer, fiddle, viola, guitar, man- 
dolin, bodhran, and percussion; 
Angela Rojas on hammered dulcimer, 
and daughters Angela, Laura, and 
Julia on vocals, guitar, and whistle 
respectively. A Handful of Tunes con- 
tains music that ranges from tradition- 
al Mexican tunes, Celtic, and old-time 
to contemporary waltzes. All but one 
cut are instrumental and feature 
Angela’s hammered dulcimer. Jorge 
plays mountain dulcimer on half of the 
fourteen cuts. 


Down in the Valley to Pray ¢ Ben 
Seymour, Wayne Seymour, and Becky 
Cleland, Kudzu Patch Productions, 2142 
Coxe Road, Tryon, NC, 28782, www.kudzu- 
patch.net (CD). 

Husband and wife team, Ben 
Seymour and Becky Cleland—also 
known as Gingerthistle—are joined by 
Ben’s brother, Wayne, on an album of 
instrumental hymns for mountain dul- 
cimer and guitar. The music features 
mountain dulcimer on every cut, some- 
times with guitar accompaniment and 
sometimes solo or in various combina- 
tions. The tunes include: Down in the 
Valley to Pray, Amazing Grace, Holy 
Manna, and For the Beauty of the 
Earth. 


How Far from Home: A Spiritual 
Journey ¢ Bob Bohiman, 1589 Santa 
Ana Ave, Clovis, CA 93611, 559-292-3142, 
barbob@worldnet.att.net (CD). 

Bob Bohlman’s debut recording is 
a program of hymns, Advent songs, 
and original material arranged for 


mountain dulcimer, guitarron 
(Mexican mariachi bass guitar), 
harmonica and hammered dulcimer. 
The eighteen tunes include Amazing 
Grace, Tell Me the Story of Jesus, 
Phelim Learns about Jesus, and Softly 
and Tenderly. Rini Thwait deserves 
mention for an exceptional job on the 
graphic design. 


Fingerpicking Dulcimer ¢ Janita Baker, 
Mel Bay Publications, #4 Industrial Dr, 
Pacific, MO 63069, email@melbay.com, 
www.melbay.com (Book and CD). 

Janita has a new book that continues 
and expands her exploration of finger- 
picking on the dulcimer. Using a variety 
of tunings arranged for both three- and 
four- equidistant string dulcimers, she 
has included twenty-two arrangements 
that run the gamut from very easy to 
very challenging. She also covers some 
hints for reading the tablature, under- 
standing the basic musical terms used, 
developing left- and right- hand picking 
techniques, tuning, and embellishments. 


Steve Eulberg § 
"Plays well with others!" 


Beginnings 
with Chorus & Didjeridu 


Random Acts 
of Fiddling with 


diverse fiddling genres 


Soaring original & 
traditional songs & tunes 


Bottle Up & Go 


with JimHim & the FatBoys 
Blues, Gospel & Folk 


@ Batley & Go 
s 


. fl Masters of the Mountain 


Great Players of the 
Mountain Dulcimer 


Dulcimer 


A debut CD from 


Susan Robbins § Michael Cicone 


Dulcimer-Friendly Worship Series 
NEW!—> "| Wonder As | Wander: Christmas i in a 


Mellow Mode" Bk/CD 
Advent Bk/CD 
Evening ear Bk/CD 


www.owlmntnmusic.com 


Owl Mountain Music, Inc. 1015M S. Taft Hill Rd #144-DPNA, 
Ft. Collins, CO 80521 (970)472-1352 


Kaleidoscopic colors and textures, innovative arrangements, and an 
improvisational approach combine in an evocative recording of 
world folk melodies and original compositions. As a duo, Susan 

Robbins (artistic director of Libana) and Michael Cicone (of Kallet, 

Epstein & Cicone) create uncommon music with shimmer and soul. 


$16 +$2 shipping ~ write and send checks to Michael Cicone, 
53 Lunda Street, Waltham, MA 02451 ~ or visit wiow.libana.com 


Fiddlin’ Around on the Mountain 
Dulcimer (with Friends) ¢ Helen Johnson, 
PO Box 3395, Lake Jackson, TX 77566, 
979-297-7015, azalea@computron.net, 
www.HelenJohnson. biz (Book). 

Books designed especially for 
students who want to learn the tunes 
they need in order to fully participate 
in jam sessions are always in demand. 
Helen Johnson’s newest book address- 
es the need in a collection of nearly 
fifty jam session standards that should 
quickly get beginners and intermediate 
mountain dulcimer players jamming. 
All of the tunes are in DAD and some 
require a capo. The tunes are present- 
ed in standard notation suitable for 
fiddle, whistle, and hammer dulcimer 
with accompanying dulcimer tablature. 
Tunes include Cherokee Shuffle, Cold 
Frosty Morning, Captain O’Kane, 
Child Grove, and Beautiful Dreamer. 


Pickin’ in Texas © Worth Harris County 
Dulcimer Society, c/o Barbara McCafferty, 
3 Beaver Creek Dr, Brookshire, TX 77423, 


281-375-5323, barbara@tmccafterty. 
com (CD). 

Many clubs are making CDs to 
document their activities, to raise 
money for club business, and just for 
the fun of it. The NHCDS has been 
together for almost fifteen years and 
has a large membership, with nearly 
fifty pickers contributing to this CD. 
Mountain and hammered dulcimers 
predominate, along with autoharps, 
guitars, banjo, fiddles, guitars, pickin’ 
sticks, pennywhistle, psalterys, piano, 
mandolin, tambourine, bass, bones, 
and dancing feet. The individual pieces 
are played by subsets of the main 
group. Producers Margaret and Steve 
Heiser organized it to capture the rich 
variety of material played by the club. 


Speak a Little Louder Please! ¢ 
The Langleys, Quiet Creek Music, 282 
Blue Factory Rd, Averill Park, NY 12078, 
clglangley@juno.com (CD). 

CarolLynn and Gene Langley have 
released their debut CD featuring 


Sweet Sounds Dulcimer House 


Hammer Dulcimers, Mountain Dulcimers, 
Pick-N-Sticks, Walkabout Dulcimers, 
Bodhrans, & Crystal Flutes 


Large Selection of Books, Tapes, CD's,Jewelry, 


Barry & Linda Evans 


11129 Hwy 90 West 

Beaumont, Tx 77713 

phone 1-877-860-0848 
or 1-409-866-0848 


HAMMERED DULCIMER 


& AUTOHARP 


Accessories, MD soft cases, single & double, 
of our own design, and much more. 


www.dulcimerhouse.com 
SSDulcHse@aol.com 


'92 Winfield Champion = 99 Mountain Laurel Champion 
Autoharp & Hammered Dulcimer 
Twenty Mostly Solo Tunes 


“A treasure trove...each one a gem.” 
- Neal Walters, Reviewer, Dulcimer Players News 


$17 postage paid to: 
Carey Dubbert 


18000 Coleman Valley Road 
Occidental, CA 95465 


Play list at www.monitor.net/~dca/carey 
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CarolLynn on mountain dulcimer and 
vocals and Gene on autoharp and 
vocals, with Coleen Walters joining 

in on bass. The program consists of 
mostly traditional tunes plus a few 
contemporary songs. CarolLynn does 
two of her original tunes: Shades of 
Grey and Song for Poestenkill. Gene 
does a superb Hank Williams imitation 
on I’m So Lonesome I Could Cry as 
well as his original, Reunion. They also 
include Roseville Fair, Sweet Song 
from Yesterday, and several others. 


The Hammered Dulcimer Treasury 

of Tunes @ Sally Hawley, Mel Bay 
Publications, #4 Industrial Dr, Pacific, MO 
63069, email@melbay.com, www.melbay. 
com (Book). 

West Virginian Sally Hawley has put 
together a book of tunes that should 
help everybody, (not just hammered 
dulcimer players), build their jamming 
repertoire. There are about 250 tunes 


Continued on next page 


Jim Curley’s 
Mountain Music Shoppe 


11200 Johnson Drive 
Shawnee, Kansas 66203 
(913) 962-9711 


www.mountainmusicshoppe.com 


Dealerships: 
Deering* Ome* 
Mike Ramsey* 
Kentucky* 
Mid-Missouri* 
Oscar Schmidt* 
Sigma* Cort* 
Magic Fluke* 
Master Works* 
Song Bird* 
Rick Thum* 
McSpadden* 
and many more! 


Specializing in 
Mountain & Hammered Dulcimers 


Civil War, 1800's, Old Time, Bluegrass & 
World Instruments, Accessories, CDs, 
Cassettes, Books, Miscellaneous 
Gift Certificates & Lay-A-Ways 


Lessons * Repairs 
Buy * Sell * Trade * Consign 


Private Performances * Solos or Groups 
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divided evenly between old-time 
traditional tunes and Celtic traditional 
tunes that are commonly heard in jam 
sessions. The tunes are presented in 
standard notation with symbols and 
ornamentation symbols designed to 
assist the hammered dulcimer player 


in fleshing out the basic arrangements. 


First Lessons and An Old English 
Christmas ¢ Linda Thomas, 6409 110th St, 
Kansas City, MO 64134, 816-763-5040, 
lindadan@primary.net, www.lindadan.com 
or Mel Bay Publications, #4 Industrial 
Drive, Pacific, MO 63069, 1-800-833-5229, 
email@melbay.com, www.melbay.com 
(Book/CD Sets). 

First Lessons is designed to instruct 
beginning players on the hammered 
dulcimer and includes a variety of 
hymns, holiday music and fiddle tunes 
written in standard notation with 
lyrics and chords for accompanying 
instruments. The companion CD 
offers two tracks for each selection, a 
performance track with rhythm guitar 


and an instructional track with a 
detailed phrase-by-phrase demonstra- 
tion. Tunes include All Through the 
Night, The Ash Grove, Away in a 
Manger, St. Anne’s Reel and several 
others. An Old English Christmas 
provides a companion book and 
instructional CD to Linda and Dan’s 
(Delancey) CD of the same title. The 
seasonal selections include Children’s 
Song of the Nativity, As Joseph Was a 
Walking, This Endris Night, The 
Seven Joys of Mary, and many more. 


Sea Change ¢ Susan Robbins and Michael 
Cicone, 53 Lunda St., Waltham, MA 02451, 
781-891-3296, libanainc@aol.com (CD). 
This CD from Susan and Michael 
features their hammered dulcimers 
combined with bowed psaltery, piano, 
accordion, and percussion. They 
describe their music as “impressionistic 
renditions of world folk melodies and 
original compositions.” A listen reveals 
superior musicianship, improvisation, 
and a wealth of textures and tunes from 


Hungary, Brittany, Ukraine, Sweden, 
Sicily, and Massachusetts. Tunes 
include Dance Medley, Househunting, 
Tend! Pal, Ash Wednesday, Bandura, 
Forgiveness, Harbor, Er a la Vo, 
Pennknivsmor-daren, and Xylem 

and Phloem. 


Relatively Serious © Doofus, 12228 
Hollowell Church Rd, Greencastle, PA 
17225 or 56 Egypt Rd, Ellington, CT 06029, 
717-593-0962, doofus@doofusmusic.com, 
www.doofusmusic.com (CD). 

This new CD by Neal and Coleen 
Walters and John and Heidi Corrigion 
features mountain and hammered 
dulcimer, autoharp, guitar, mandolin, 
banjomer, banjo, fiddle, concertina, 
and bass combined with 4-part vocal 
harmony. The tunes include Love 
Beyond, Mermaid of Ontario, Mercer 
Island, Clarinet Polka, and Green- 
castle Medley. €3 


Ron Ewing Dulcimers 


From a musician’s hand 


Fine Instruments from 
Dulcimettes to Baritones 
since 1970 


CAPOS: 


Walnut or Cherry, $15 


Traditional Virginia 
Noter Style Dulcimer! 
Phyllis 
Gaskins 


cals Sue 
poser wwmaee, tiddle tunes 
oo metre 


& songs 


AE 


Mountain Dulcimer - 


Ebony or Rosewood w/ 
Pearl Snowflake, $20 
Gold or Black 


Galax Style 
... tunes from Southwest VA in the traditional 
Galax style by a champion dulcimer player. 
Home Now - 


From the Shenandoah to the Shannon 
... tunes from Ireland, Scotland, and the 
mountains of VA 


cassettes $12 ~~~ CD's $17 (includes s/h) 


All Prices Postpaid 


Send SASE for brochure 


He 
a 10575 Jacksons Way 
Port Republic, VA 24471 


phylgdulci@rica.net 


224 E. Maynard, Columbus, OH 43202 
614-263-7246 www.ronewingdulcimers.com 
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DAehhbie JJorter 
Instructional Videos 
Debbie Porter Teaches Fretted Dulcimer 
For absolute beginners to novice level, this 
90 minute video and tab book teaches 
11 songs using “bird’s eye view” camera 
angles. (DAD tuning) Enjoy participating in 
a 20-minute jam session at the end. 
Only $20 + S&H 


Building Your Repertoire on Fretted Dulcimer 
20 tunes for $20 dollars. 90 minute novice/ 
intermediate video/tab (DAD tuning) also 
uses “bird’s eye view” camera angles and 
features a jam session with a real dulcimer 
club to assist you in playing the tunes up to 
speed. 

“Great Video!!! I live in a rural area with 

NO other dulcimer players. Your video let 

me learn to play as well as feel that 1am 

a part of a real dulcimer club!” 


Sentimental Journey 
Latest CD Release 
Beautiful collection of music primarily from 
the WWI and WWI era. Includes title song as 
well as White Cliffs of Dover, We'll Meet Again, 
Fraulein, Far Away Places, My Buddy, Going 
Home, plus 10 more. 


Other CDs Available 
Grace is Amazing - Gospel collection. 
a dulcimer for you, Darlin - great dulcimers 
with vocals. Excellent review from DPN. 
Fretted dulcimer and vocals - 13 songs, tab 
book available. 


New easy ordering 
with toll free number and Visa/MC 


(877) 856-2714 


E-mail orders: lyricsmama@aol.com 


CDs-$15, Tapes—$10, Video with Tab-$20. 
Include $3.90 for S/H. All orders shipped Priority Mail 
Texas residents include 8.25% sales tax. 

Lyric’s Mama Music, 246 CR 2127, Pittsburg, TX 75686 
Fax (903)856-053+4. 


Folk Roots 


Appalachian Dulcimers 


Variety, Innovation, Quality, & Value 


wee Since 1974 


fokkcraft Legeno 


Appalachian Dulcimers Hammer Dulcimers 
12 Solid Wood Models 3 6 Models 


8? 2A AAS 
Pe a eae ery 


9 Solid Wood Models 


Psalteries, Harps, Instrument Kits, Hammer Dulcimer Stands, Books, 
Accessories, Recordings, Builders’ supplies, Bags/Cases, & more! 


E-mail:info@folkcraft.com Browse our web-site: www.folkcraft.com 
P.O. Box 807, Winsted, CT 06098 Order Toll-Free: 800-433-3655 
Visit our Showroom: Corner High & Wheeler Sts., Winsted, Ct. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 


Fine Handcrafted Hammered Dulcimers 
Choice of the 


2002 National Champion runner-up 
Xiao Xiannian 
6 models available from 12/11 ultralight 
to 15/14 fully chromatic floating soundboard 


6622 W. 35" St. So., Wichita, Ks. 67215 


316-524-0997 
mhuddleson@aol.com 


MODERN MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 


sound/playability 
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Advertiser Index 


Accesscries 

BB Hammers 

Colorado Case Company 
Glee Circus Music 

Laurel Mountain Dulcimers 
Main Street Case Company 
The Clip Stick 

Thistledew Acres 


Books, Magazines, Music 
Anna Barry 


Bill Schilling & Linda Sigismondi 
Bonnie Leigh 

Carey Dubbert 
Congergation Music 

Dan Evans 

Debbie Porter 

Doofus Music 

Doug Felt 

Dulcimer Music Online 
Esther Kreek 

Gourd Music 

Guy George 

Heidi Muller 

Helen Johnson 
Hogfiddle Press 

Karen Mueller 

Lorinda Jones 

Madeline MacNeil 
Maiden Creek Dulcimers 
Maureen Sellers 

Michael Cicone 
Missigman Music 
Off-The-Wall Dulcimer Society 
Owl Mountain Music 


Phil Passen 

Phyllis Gaskins 

Rick Thum 

Robert & Janita Baker 
Roots & Branches Music 
Rosamond Campbell 
Steve Schneider 

Shelley Stevens 

Sue Carpenter 

Susan Trump 


Festivals 

5th Annual HD Workshop 
Augusta Heritage Center 

Blue River Dulcimer festival 
Celtic Cafe HD & Guitar Retreat 
Chestnut Ridge Dulcimer Festival 
Dulcimer Cruise 2003 

Heritage Dulcimer Camp 
Lagniappe Dulcimer Fete 
Mountain Dulcimer Music Fest 
National Trail Dulcimer Festival 


Night of Champions 
Northeast Dulcimer Symposium 
Northern Lights HD Retreat 
Old Tyme Music Festival 
Ozark Music Festival 
Palestine Old Time Music 
& Dulcimer Festival 
PattyFest 
Rocky Mountain Fiddle Camp 
Shady Grove Dulcimer Camp 
Stringalong Workshops 
The Swannanoa Gathering 
Western Carolina Mountain 
Dulcimer Week 
Wyoming, Ohio Dulcifest 


Instruments 
Backyard Music 
Black Mountain 
Instruments .......... Outside back cover 
Blue Lion Musical Instruments 
Burl Updyke 
David’s Dulcimers 
Dusty Strings 
Folknotes Instruments 
Folkcraft Instruments 
Hobgoblin-Stoney End 
Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 
Keith Young 
Mike Huddleston Stringed Instruments .... 
Modern Mountain Dulcimer 
Rick Thum 
Ron Ewing Dulcimers 
TK O’Brien’s 
Whamdiddle 
Wood’ N Strings 


Services 
Music for Healing 
& Transition Outside back cover 


Shops 
Dulcimer Shoppe, Inc. .............-006. 23 
Elderly Instruments 
Family Tree Music 
Folk Notes 
Mountain Music Shoppe 
Mountain Made Music 
Music Folk Inc. .......2....22 20 eee eee 44 
Prussia Valley Dulcimers 
Silver Chords Dulcimers 
& Gift Shop 
Simple Sounds 
Southwind Dulcimer Shop 
Stewart MacDonald’s Guitar 
Shop Supplies 
Sweet Sounds Dulcimer House 
Windy River Dulcimer Shop 


36 from 36 


TWEETWATER PRODUCTIONS 


Baker's Dozen #10 


Ragtime 
& 


Honky Tonk 


Titles include: Alexander's 
Ragtime Band, Down Yonder, 
Darktown Strutters’ Ball plus 
10 others. 


$6.50 post paid 


TWENTY-SIX 
more classical tunes 
arranged for the 
Mountain Dulcimer 
with standard nota- 
tion, tablature and 
chords. 

Tunes include: 
Gavotte - Bach 
Madame Butterfly - 
Puccini 

Swan Lake Theme - 
Tchaikovsky 


Piano Sonata - Haydn 


$12.25 PP 


Ohio Residents please add 6% tax 


MASTERCARD & VISA 


Catalog available 
send orders to: 
TWEETWATER PRODUCTIONS 
Shelley Stevens 
643 E. Euclid Ave. 
Springfield, OH 45505 
937-323-7864 


shelleystevens@musician.org 


db 


© Tonewoods 

© Complete kits 

® Tuning pins 

© Hitch pins 

© Strings 

© Specialty tools 

© Tuners f 
© Finishes 
© Glues 

© Pickups 


5-Star tuning pey 


For FREE CATALOG of tools, 
parts, supplies, books & videos 
for instrument building & repair: 
Call 800-848-2273 
Fax 740-593-7922 


Online: www.stewmac.com 


= STEWARTe MACDONALD’S 


= GUITAR SHOP SUPPLY 


Box 900DP © Athens, Ohio 45701 © USA 


MAIDEN CREEK 

© for that old-time music ® 

OVER 230 TAPE & CD titles 
at 25% off, no S&H 


SONG COLLECTIONS $7 
CELTIC SONGS & AIRS #1 
COWBOYS & VAQUEROS 
FIDDLE & BANJO #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #2 
SONGS OF FAITH 
CHRISTMAS SWEETNESS 
CHRISTMAS WONDER 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
BEGINNERS ist SONGBOOK 
BEGINNERS OLDTIME FAVORITES 
--coming-- 
WALTZES AND PRANCES 
BLUE AND GRAY 


MAIDEN CREEK DULCIMERS 
4122 Melrose Dr. Wooster,OH 44691 
330/345-7825 
jphockett@sssnet.com 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 


A Large Selection of Quality 
Folk Instruments-Great Prices 
See Our Ad in The UnClassifieds! 


Dennis DenHartog 
Ph#: 260/484-9078 
www.folknotes.com 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 
2329 Curdes Avenue 
Fort Wayne, IN 46805 


MAIN STREE'T" 


CASE COMPAN Y 
Y 


Pi eo gs a 
stablished for 19 years Gt Pp, 


creating custom Cases 


and protecting beloved 


dulcimers throughout the 
world. Call, write or fax 
for free brochure. 


PO BOX 943 ¢ DRIGGS, IDAHO ¢# 83422 
VOICE AND FAX ¢ 208-354-8827 


— 


A REPERTOIRE BOOK 

for the Fretted Dulcimer 

20th ANNIVERSARY 
Innovative, Winsome Arrangements 
Classical- Traditional « Popular-Seasonal 
ANNA BARRY 
PO Box 128 
SUGAR GROVE, NC 28679 
DPN Readers’ Special: $15.00 Postpaid 


ee | 


Want to make a Mountain Dulcimer? 


Check out Keith Young's two volume, three hour video "How 
to Make a Mountain Dulcimer". A book contains plans, 
procedures, lists of materials, tools and supplies, fret 
calculations, "secrets" and more. $59 plus $5 priority mail. 
More information at www.AppalachianDulcimers.com. 
Keith Young. 3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 
phone: 703-941-1071, email: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 


modernmountaindulcimer.com 


Unclassified ads are 45¢ per word, 
payable in advance. There is a 15% 
discount for pre-paid (4 issues) 
unclassified ads running unchanged 
in 4 or more consecutive issues 


For sale: Blue Lion Bass 
dulcimer in perfect condition, 
$195. Oscar Schmidt autoharp, 
as new, $175. Call 802-297-2551. 


Modern Mountain Dulcimer would 
like to take this opportunity to 
welcome all of the new mem- 
bers of the MMD family and to 
thank all of those already in the 
family for their subsequent pur- 
chases and referrals to friends 
and neighbors! As always we 
want to invite you to visit our 
web site http://www.modern 
mountaindulcimer.com to learn 
more about our high perform- 
ance mountain dulcimers or call 
David McKinney at 870-251-3665 
to place an order, answer a 
question, or to arrange a visit to 
the place where they are created 
in Batesville, AR. Stay in tune! 


Hammered Dulcimers: 
Instruments and kits from $195. 
Also stands, hammers, books, 
builder’s supplies. Since 1976. 
800-419-9802.www.Grass 
rootsDulcimers.com. 


At Folk Notes, we select our dul- 
cimers for the best sound and 
workmanship in each price 
range. Black Rose, Folkcraft, 
Folkroots, Jeff Gaynor, 
McSpadden, TK O’Brien, and 
Simerman mountain dulcimers. 
Black Rose Banjimers and our 
Folk Notes Banj-Mo, a hybrid 
banjo/mountain dulcimer with 
old-time banjo sound. Songbird 
and TK O’Brien hammered dul- 
cimers, folk harps, open back 
banjos, autoharps, Irish and 
Indian flutes, tinwhistles, 
bodhrans, ethnic percussion 
instruments. Dulcimer and 
autoharp lessons. Mon-Friday, 
some Saturdays. Call for info or 
appointment, 260-484-9078. 
2329 Curdes Ave, Fort Wayne, 
IN 46805. www.folknotes.com. 


Unclassifieds 


Hammered Dulcimer Book & CD, 
video. For beginning to interme- 
diate hammered dulcimer 
players. Twenty-five tunes and 
arrangements. Also, book 
w/CD, video for mountain dul- 
cimer. Mel Bay Publications by 
Madeline MacNeil. Book & 
CD: $20.00; Video: $30.00. 
Shipping: $3.00 first item, $.50 
for each add. item. P.O. Box 
2164, Winchester, VA 22604. 
540-678-1305. Visa/MC. Order 
online: www.madelinemacneil 
.com, 


Dulcimer Players News 

Recent back issues $6 each. 
Dulcimer Players News, P.O. 
Box 2164, Winchester, VA 
22604. 540-678-1305. E-mail: 
dpn@dpnews.com. Visa/ MC. 
Order subscriptions online: 
www.dpnews.com. 


Since 1950, Sing Out! The Folk 
Song Magazine has covered the 
world of traditional and con- 
temporary folk music. Each 
quarterly 200-page issue 
includes articles, news, reviews, 
festival listings, and instrumen- 
tal “Teach-Ins” plus lead sheets 
for twenty songs. Subscribing 
Membership starts at $25/yr. 
Basic Membership (includes CD 
each quarter with all the songs 
in each issue) starts at $50/yr. 
Info: Sing Out!, Box 5253-D, 
Bethlehem, PA 18015-0253. 
info@singout.org, www. 
singout.org. 


Robert Force Bookings: 

Last year in Ohio, Texas, 
Illinois, Kansas, Washington, 
Colorado, Arizona and Italy I 
played, sang, taught workshops 
and made up songs about the 
world around us. This is my 
35th year of doing so. Not much 
is better than making new 
friends and connecting with old 
friends through music. Call or 
write, I’ll come. For more 
information call 360-385-4003 
or visit www.RobertForce.com. 


Autoharp Quarterly, the interna- 
tional magazine dedicated to 
the autoharp enthusiast. Sub- 
scriptions: US-$20, Canada-$22, 
Europe-$24, Asia/South Pacific- 
$26. US currency, please. 
Stonehill Productions, PO Box 
336, New Manchester, WV 
26056-0336. ahquarterly@ 
home.com, www.fmp.com/aq 


Acoustic music instruction with 
Seth Austen. Private lessons or 
group workshops in scenic New 
Hampshire location. Acoustic 
guitar, fretted dulcimer, man- 
dolin, bouzouki, fiddle, banjo, 
percussion, recording tech- 
niques. Styles include Celtic, 
Appalachian, bottleneck, blues, 
klezmer, international and 
more. For information visit 
http:/Avww.sethausten.com, 
email seth@seth austen.com or 
call 603-539-8301. 


Sampler Records LTD. We sell 
antique and new hammered dul- 
cimers; McSpadden mountain 
dulcimers; recordings of ham- 
mered dulcimer, mt. dulcimer, 
fiddle, harp, Shaker, Celtic, 
hymns, children’s music and 
more. Check our sales specials 
and Mitzie Collins’ concert and 
mountain and hammered dul- 
cimer workshop schedule in 
Western New York State on our 
website, www.samplerfolk 
music.com. Sampler Records 
Ltd, PO Box 19270, Rochester 
NY 14619, 585-328-5856. E- 
mail: samplerrec@aol.com. 


Wonderful Prices at Wildwood 
Music. We have over 600 new 
acoustic instruments in stock— 
including fine displays of moun- 
tain and hammered dulcimers. 
Wildwood Music, Historic 
Roscoe Village, Coshocton, OH 
43812. 740-622-4224, www.wild 
woodmusic.com. 


Cimbaloms. Large chromatic 
hammered dulcimer with 
pedals. New and reconditioned. 
Various prices. Alex Udvary, 
2115 W. Warner, Chicago, IL 
60618. www.cimbalommaster 
com. 


Maximize your practice, 

playing, or performing with Steve 
Schneider. Personalized long- 
distance learning on hammered 
dulcimer/ music/ performance 
via audiocassette, cd, minidisc, 
or videotape. For details: 
1-800-DULCIMER or write 
info@steveschneider.com. 


For the absolute beginner to 
advanced: DAD Tuning Davis’ 
Dulcimer Delights, book | plus 
CD, $20. Classical Dulcimer 
DAD Fingerpicking, $16. S/H 
$3. Norma Davis, 205 Engel 
Rd., Loudon TN 37774. 
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Impressive hammered 

dulcimer: An instructional 
method by Carrie Crompton. 
Technical exercises and reper- 
toire in a graded series of 
lessons for beginners. Covers 
melodic playing in eight keys 
and four time signatures, and 
beginning back-up techniques 
that sound really good. 130 
pages. $25 postpaid to: Carrie 
Crompton, 11 Center Street, 
Andover CT 06232. 
barolk@infi.net. 


American Lutherie, the world’s 
foremost magazine of string 
instrument making and repair 
information published by the 
Guild of American Luthiers. 
See our web page for photo pre- 
views of back issues and images 
of our many instrument plans: 
www.luth.org. Or contact GAL, 
8222 S Park Avenue, Tacoma, 
WA 98408, 253-472-7853. 


Perfect condition “Lee Spears” 
18-17 hammered dulcimer. 
Black top. Never used. 
Gorgeous woods with inlaid 
bridges. Four hammers, extra 
strings, stand, wood case, leg, 
key. $1225 plus shipping. 
Noel Petter, 1716 Hillside 
Drive, Glendale, CA 91208. 
818-512-6635, 818-244-6635. 


Traditional Wedding 
Classics 


‘Traditional Wedding “gy }) Nine time-honored wedding 
Classics standards for the marriage 
Yor Mountain Dulcimer | ceremony, including Pachel- 
| bel’s “Canon In D” arranged 
for the intermediate — level 
mountain dulcimer player in 
D-A-dd tuning by Larry Con- 
ger. Includes standard musical 
notation, tablature and guitar 
chords. 


Tab Book only -— $6.95 
Book/Demo CD — $15.95 


Please add $1.00 for shipping 


Send check or money order to 
Companion CD now available 
7 : CONGERGATION MUSIC 


P.O. Box 131 
Paris, TN 38242-0131 


The Doofs' third release is another collection of old time and sentimental songs and 
tunes featuring mountain and hammered dulcimer, autoharp, guitar, banjo, and lots of 
vocals. Running time is over an hour. Available in CD only ($15) plus $1.50 shipping. 


Doofus Music (DPN) a. ie h 
ry 


TNDulciman@aol.com 


56 Egypt Ra, Ellington, CT 06029, 860-872-3264 Rae 
doofus@doofusmusic.com * http://doofusmusic.com <i FLW Tennessee. that is 


a's 


SILVER CHORDS 


DULCIMER & GIFT SHOP 
103 1/72 E. MAIN STREET 


JONESBOROUGH, TN 37659 
(423) 788-2863 Fax (423) 753-6641 


WWW.SILVERCHORDSDULCIMERS.COM 
LIMBER JACKS 


AND 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS GEE-HAW 


RICK THUM, MASTERWORKS, DUSTY STRINGS, MCKINNEY WHIMMY-DIDDLES 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 
MCSPADDEN, MCKINNEY, NEELY, BLACK MOUNTAIN, FOLKCRAFT 
BOWED PSALTERIES 
MASTERWORKS, UNICORN STRINGS, T.K. O'BRIEN'S 
DuJo's 


UNIQUE HAND-CRAFTED 3-STRINGED RHYTHM INSTRUMENT 
CHECK IT OUT ON THE WEBSITE 


Books, TAPES 
AND CD's 


BECOME Al MUSIC PRACTITIONER 


The Music for Healing 
& Transition Program 


Develop the skills to provide live, healing 
music to comfort the ailing or dying at the 
bedside and experience the joy in being of | 
service. The Music for Healing and Transition 
Program, Inc. (MHTP) offers a course-of- 
study for musicians, music students and 
vocalists at sites throughout the US, leading to 4 


certification as a Music Practitioner. 


Courses offered throughout the country: 
Tucson @ San Jose ¢ Denver ¢ Tampa 
Atlanta ¢ Chicago ¢ Ann Arbor ¢ Austin 
Portland, OR © Hillsdale, NY ¢ Seattle 
Manchester, NH 


For a comprehensive brochure outlining the 
course and a current schedule of classes and 
locations, please write to: 


The Music for Healing & Transition Program |, 
22 West End Road, Hillsdale, NY 12529 rN 
Phone: 518-325-5546 / Email: mhtp@ben.net 
Website: www.mhtp.org 


¢ Sam Rizetta.*« Jim Taylor « Mark Tindle ¢ 
5 + David Schnaufer « Stephen Seifert « 
¢ Barry Phillips ¢ Shelley Phillips ¢ 
¢ Robin Petrie « Russell Cook ¢ 
¢ Jean Ritchie « 


www.gourd.com 
800.487.4939 


neal@gourd.com 
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e Claude Besson ° 
¢ Bonnie Carol « Connie Dover « 
¢ Sue Richards ¢ Karen Ashbrook « 
¢ Kim Robertson « Alasdair Fraser « 
¢ Patrick Ball ¢ Janita Baker ¢ Tony Elman 
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Subscribers: If your mailing label is dated 2/1/2003, that means your subscription ends with this 


issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming without interruption, send us your renewal before 
April 1, 2003. Labels dated 5/1/2003 mean you have one issue after this one. Renewing early is just fine! 
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In 1972, we began 
making dulcimers 
hecause they 
were easy to play, 
hot too expensive, 
and lots of fun. 


After 29 years, 
Black Mountain Dulcimers 
still are. 


FREE Catalog of Dulcimers, books, CDs and more 
Yours for the asking. 


‘Instruments 
100 Foothill Blvd.* Calistoga, CA 94515 « Toll Free 1-800-786-4240 
www.blackmtninstruments.com Dealer inquiries welcome. 


